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In high school they say your se- 
nior year is the easiest year. Unfor- 
tunately this is not high school any- 
more. With only one year left until 
I enter the “real world,” and with 
graduation right around the cor- 
ner, it seems a switch in my brain 
has been set to “slacker mode.” 
The problem is that my senior year 
of college is not the year to coast! 
With school, work and play, some- 
times it is hard to find an hour to 
do absolutely nothing. The good 
news: We have reached the half- 
way mark toward the end of the 
semester! 

So, what does the Talon have in 
store for you in this issue? 

The Campus section offers a 



wrap-up of homecoming week, as 
well as tips on getting an internship 
and “greening” your dorm room. We 
also have many pictures of events on 
campus from this past month. 

Revisit the college credit section to 
keep on your career-search and work- 
out, find the latest fashion, and learn 
another “life lesson” from yours 
truly. 

With the economy spiraling down- 
ward, we are all apprehensive about 
what precautions we should take for 
our future. Our feature story analyzes 
the causes of the problem, and what 
its potential effects will be for Avila 
students. 

Again, we continue to report on the 
November Election with many sto- 



ries in our political section. We also 
remember a good friend of mine, 
Emilie Brumit, who was once a part 
of the Talon team. 

Also, with Halloween upon us, get 
great safety tips for the holiday, figure 
out which haunted houses you are 
going to, and discover how the mean- 
ing of Halloween has evolved from 
adolescent to adult. 

If you are pulling your hair out, and 
cannot find a minute for yourself 
outside of schoolwork, remember 
one thing. Midterms are over, and you 
have at least one more solid month 
before you have to start studying for 
those dreaded finals. Take a break, 
and once again, enjoy this issue of 
the Talon! 



ing out at home in Columbia, MO, 
or on campus. He is also interested 
in any and every aspect of mass 
media. 

After college, Javier plans on 
“winging it.” He plans to find a 
job that best sparks his interest in 
his career field. A few of Javier’s 
favorites: song: “KC Colossal” by 
Rich the Factor; book: Red Harvest 
by Dashiell Hammett; and movie: 
The Big Lebowski. 



EDITORIAL POLICY 

The Talon News Magazine is produced by the students of Avila University. 
Opinions expressed are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Talon News staff, the Trustees, administration, faculty, or staff of the 
University. The Talon News Magazine encourages letters to the editor. These 
may be submitted electronically or in writing and should include the writer’s 
name, address, and telephone numbers for verification purposes. Letters can be 
mailed to the Talon News Magazine Editor, Avila University, 11901 Womall 
Road, Kansas City, MO. 64145. The Talon reserves the right to edit letters for 
reasons of space, clarity, or inappropriate language. Copies of the Talon News 
Network Operational Guidelines may be requested by writing to the above 
referenced address. 



JOIN THE TALON TEAM 

We’re always looking to expand our 
Talon team. If you are interested in 
writing stories, taking pictures, or 
page layout, please feel free to contact 
me. Additionally, we also appreciate 
any feedback, good or bad. 

Kayle Walker 

walker 1292 1 1 @avila.edu 
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Each issue, we are dedicating a 
small section to profile a member 
of the Talon Team. This issue, we 
profile Sophomore Javier Kelty. 
avier is a Communication major 
with an emphasis on Film & Digital 
Media. He has been a part of the 
Talon for two semesters, and enjoys 
because “It’s so chill I can really 
,k my mind in the articles I 
■ite.” 

When Javier isn’t doing the Talon, 
he spends his time working or hang- 
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Green Dorm 

Kim Vittorino 




GO GREEN 

Kermit the Frog was wrong. It is so easy 
being green, especially if you live in a college 
dorm. Going green has become a national 
phenomenon. Today, just about anything 
can be made from materials that are eco- 
friendly. Adopting a few simple conservation 
techniques can help eliminate trash, and 
help cut back on energy waste. These days, 
becoming eco-conscious is easier than ever, 
and the good news is you don’t have to 
change your entire lifestyle to help save the 
planet. By following these few simple tips, 
you can help give a little bit back to Mother 
Earth. 



Time to Clean up the Clutter 

Start off by counting how many electronic 
devices you have in your room. You may 
have a computer, a stereo, a clock, a lamp 
or even a small refrigerator. Assigning each 
of these devices to their own outlet plug- 
in not only causes crazy cord confusion, it 
is also a huge energy waster. According to 
the website Planetgreen.com, even if your 
computer is turned off, it will still suck up 
energy because it is plugged into the wall. 
You can clear the clutter, and cut back on 
electricity usage by investing in power strips. 
A power strip will only use one outlet and 
you can cut off the flow of electricity by 
turning it off if your gadgets are not in use. 
Another energy-saver is swapping your old 
light bulbs with compact fluorescent light 
bulbs. These bright lights use a fraction of 
the amount of electricity as regular light 
bulbs, and they will last a whole lot longer. 

New Opportunities 

With a new dorm room comes new 
opportunities to shop for the newest and 
coolest stuff for your space. Instead of 
heading over to Wal-Mart or Target, you can 
save money by searching on eBay local, or 
Craigslist to find slightly-used and unique 
decorations for your room. If you are ever 
in the market for a new piece of furniture, 
sign up for Freecycle. This free members- 
only group acts as an online classified 



ad for used items. Not only are all of the 
objects being recycled from old owners 
to new owners, they are absolutely free of 
charge. You can also buy bedding and towels 
made from green materials, such as organic 
cotton. These earthy fabrics can be found 
in just about any home living store. They 
look and feel just like the old sheets and 
towels you grew up with, but without all the 
questionable chemicals. 

Do Your Research 

Check out websites like Planet Green, 
Think Green or Treehugger for more green 
tips and information. Going green does not 
have to be intimidating. Reading about these 
simple solutions, there is no reason not to 
join the green team. Mother Earth will thank 
you for it. 




With midterms ending we have reached the 
halfway point of the semester. In this section 
we will give you the campus news. All things 
must change with time and Avila is no excep- 
tion. Ben Kopp will shed light on the new 
building construction taking place around 
campus. With so much going on around cam- 
pus, a much-deserved break is in order. Jackie 
will talk more about that fall break, while Erin 
reminisces about Eagle Madness. A value Vent 
from Ben rounds out this section of Campus 
News! 



The Long & Winding Road 

Mike B. Rollen 

Students returning to Avila University in the 
fall were surprised to find that the steep hill 
once outside Dallavis had been replaced with 
a new concrete path. The new path was sup- 
posed to make life easier for students to get 
from Dallavis to the Quad, but has it really? 

Many students resent the fact that they now 
have to walk the S-Shaped windy circle, which 
in return makes them late for class. According 
to Avila University student Guillermo Zuniga, 
“I would walk it if it was straight, but it’s like 



all windy.” Another student Seth Musgrove 
agrees, “I would take it if it was a path that 
was straight, in my direct route.” 

However, some students find charm in walk- 
ing the path for exercise, and rumor has it if 
you look at the path from an airplane it forms 
the letters “AU.” Maybe this is why multiple 
lights were installed to light the path at night. 
Or perhaps the “S” shaped ‘Long and Winding 
Road’ really stands for Stupid, Silly or “Sorry 
Professor I’m late.” 



Another Great 
Homecoming at Avila 

Erin Hopper 




Big Success 

Homecoming was a big success! Eagle 
Madness gave us a great kickoff to the big 
weekend. At the pep assembly, students 
were able to take part in a canned castle- 
building contest, a limbo contest, and a 
hula-hooping contest. The campus ministry 
stole the canned castle contest, and Charla 
Butler took over the limbo. There was also 
a hypnotist that hypnotized a handful of 
volunteers. 

“When I was being hypnotized it felt like 
I was in a deep imaginative dream,” said 
Alex Marler. “I didn’t really know what 



was going on but I thought it was a cool 
experience.” 

Performances 

Also at Eagle Madness, the students and 
faculty were able to watch performances 
by cheerleaders, dancers, and basketball 
players. The men’s basketball team 
performed a fun routine with the dance 
team, choreographed by Captains Elizabeth 
Roberts, Ashley Sloan, and Jennifer 
Sosna. The cheerleading and dance team 
also performed a beach-themed routine 
together. 

"When I was being 
hypnotized it felt 
like I was in a deep 
imaginative dream." 

The Homecoming game took place the 
following day. The cheerleaders sold raffle 
tickets to auction off various gifts donated 
to the programs, including gift certificates, 
coffee mugs, and the most important item, 
an Avila Eagle Mosaic Table, handmade by 
former cheerleader Beth Zerr. The table 
got a great response, especially from its 
winner, Lindee Wilson, who had the lucky 
ticket. 

Unfortunately our team lost, but Patrick 
Turk and Bailey Pyle were crowned Avila’s 
homecoming king and queen. 










TANNING 



Need a TAN this fall? 

Airbrush Spray Tan 

/A $40.00 



spot lannini 
ornall Road 




HairStudic + Beauty Lounge. 



Hair Models 
Needed 

Participants must be looking for a change in their current 
hair style (cut & color). The services performed normally 
cost SI 00 - 5300, but if chosen will be totally free to you. 

Call for Intcrviciv/consultation -10 minutes 
WifJnrsfhiy - November Stli (2:OO-4:0Opm) 
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136th & StateLine (across from Target) 816-942-8787 



College — Is it Worth it? 

Eric Potter 

When I was a high school senior I had a 
tough decision to make. It was something 
that could change my life. I had to choose 
what college or university I wanted to at- 
tend. I considered and visited many dif- 
ferent kinds and sizes of schools, just like 
most high school seniors do every year. 

There are so many decisions for kids and 
adults to make, and one of them is college. 
In today’s world there are many choices. 
What are the advantages and disadvantag- 
es of going to a small, private school or a 
larger university? Of course both large and 
small colleges and universities have many 
great things about them, and many not-so- 
great things about them. 

For example, at many universities the 
tuition is very expensive. It costs nearly 
$28,000 dollars a year to attend the Univer- 
sity of Missouri if you are an out-of-state 
student. Even if you are a student paying 
in-state tuition, it still costs nearly $18,000 
a year to attend UMKC. 

Many students want to live the college life, 
and we definitely don’t get that full college 



experience at Avila, such as sold out bas- 
ketball and football arenas. However, we 
also have advantages over the bigger, more 
expensive colleges. 

At the University of Iowa, about 92% of 
undergraduate classes have less than fifty 
students, and 80% have fewer than forty 
students per class room, according to the 
university’s website. Some students might 
complain that they do not get the neces- 
sary attention they need to help them be 
successful. 

Avila averages about fifteen to eighteen 
students per class, according to the Office 
of Admissions. It is still continually grow- 
ing, and Avila now has about 1 ,800 under- 
graduate students on our campus. Avila 
also provides many opportunities to help 
students succeed in life. The learning cen- 
ter, now called Student Services, is where 
students can get free help on almost any 
subject. Students can also go in there to 
hang out and relax, or they can use it as 
a place to do homework away from their 
roommates. 



VALUE VENT: 

Logical Communication 

Ben Kopp 

Although it is not explicit, communication 
is one of the greatest parts of the Avila 
Values. The simple passing of information 
from one person or group to another truly 
is interaction, and it helps people under- 
stand what it means to give worth, dignity, 
and respect to others in the community. 
Some readers may remember me discuss- 
ing communication previously, but here is 
a more in-depth look at this issue. 
Logically, communication may be used to 
please everyone. This part of communica- 
tion involves an exchange — or multiple 
exchanges — of information and ideas to 
formulate the best report. On the other 
hand, having a single moment for speak- 
ing or writing makes it nearly impossible 
to please an entire heterogeneous popula- 
tion— especially when there is an obligation 
to tell nothing but the truth. The typical 
communicative technique to open discus- 



sion beyond this single moment is the pre- 
sentation of a perspective. 

While short blurbs and investigative re- 
porting can cover the simple facts and 
some reasons, the introduction of per- 
spectives can help parties better under- 
stand one another. Because writing out a 
perspective comes directly from a particu- 
lar side of an issue, readers can learn lines 
of reasoning and background facts that 
never surfaced during an interview. 

The extent to which this happens at 
Avila is not always pleasing, but it can be- 
come satisfactory with a simple solution. 
If something appears wrong to several 
people, find a way to legally and ethically 
express the group’s perspective. If another 
individual’s perspective reveals that a mis- 
understanding was made, then release a 
constructive statement to correct the mis- 
take. 




Potential Risks of Personal 
Web Pages *a 

Sherry Haetinger 

Now that you are in college, that 
perfect job you want to land after 
graduation may not be on your mind. 

All you can think about is being out 
of your parents’ house, hanging out 
with your friends, and the super-cool col- 
lege parties you always heard about. 

To keep in touch with friends back home 
and to meet new friends, you keep a web 
page on MySpace, Youtube or facebook. 

On your profile you have pictures posted 
of you and your friends drinking, or videos 
of embarrassing moments that you thought 
were funny at the time. 

After a few years or so, you go to apply 
for a job that is right up your alley. But 
what happens when the company Googles 
your name and comes across your web 
page? The answer may surprise you. 

According to Vault’s Social Networking 



Employer Survey Results 
Have you ever looked up potential hires 
on Facebook, MySpace or other social 
networking web sites? www.vault.com 

Web Site Survey for 2008, 44% of em- 
ployers have viewed websites of potential 
employees. 

With these results, you may want to re- 
think your webpage layout and the content 
within it. A rule of thumb: If you have 
doubts about a comment to post or a 
picture to display, then do not do it. If 
questionable material is already posted then 
revise, revise and revise again until the link 
portrays an appropriate you. 





Working on Avila: A Student Perspective 

Ben Kopp 



Is Facebook Anti-Social? 

Sarah Ramirez 

The Internet has redefined the way stu- 
dents socialize in this modem techno- 
logical world. A decade ago, students 
would make friends by attending their 
Friday night football games, or meet- 
ing at the local mall. Now students have 
used Internet sites as a social gathering 
to meet people throughout the world. 

Facebook is the most popular site for stu- 






myspace.com 

■ place far fritndi. 



dents to connect with other people. The 
virtual interaction could suggest anti-social 
problems to those who make friends face- 
to-face. Millions of students log on every 
day to facebook, and billions of pages are 
viewed throughout the day. Students who 
log on to facebook are passing the time, 
and use it as a source of entertainment. 

Research was conducted by Shel- 
don Pavica at Louisiana State Univer- 
sity that suggests students who use fa- 
cebook have fears and anxiety in their 
face-to-face communication with others. 

The independent variable for this study 
is how willing the students are to commu- 
nicate face-to-face. The dependent vari- 
able is how much time they spend using 
facebook. The sample size for the study 
was 172 students that were enrolled in 
two large, interpersonal communication 
classes. Students who did not have an ac- 
count were excluded from the survey. 

The students were given a questionnaire 
on their facebook use. The survey gave 
the students extra credit and was volun- 
tary. Students spent no more than five 
to seven minutes on the questionnaire. 




The survey asked students the amount 
of use, the duration of use, their num- 
ber of facebook friends and how many 
of them they have never met in person, 
the frequency of logging on to one’s ac- 
count, and their satisfaction with facebook. 

The gratification for using face- 
book: escape, entertainment, coolness, 
passing time, boredom, relationship- 
maintenance, social interaction, com- 
panionship, and virtual community. 

The students were also asked to give 
their sex and age. Students’ unwillingness 
to communicate in twenty different areas 
were rated on a scale of one to five: 1 = 
strongly disagree and 5= strongly agree. 

Students that were fearful or anxious of 
interpersonal encounters scored higher on 
the scale. The results showed that students 
spend an average of forty-seven minutes 
a day on facebook. Flalf of the students 
(50%) changed their profiles every few 
months. 19% changed their profiles every 
day, and another 19% changed it one-to- 
three times a week. The majority of students 
had between 200 and 350 facebook friends. 

Surprisingly, the students who used it 
the most did not suffer from any fears or 
anxiety with face-to-face communication. 
The students mostly used facebook to 
pass the time and for personal enjoyment. 

A factor that might explain the results is 
the location where the students are logging 
on. A student may log on at home, or in 
a crowded Starbucks. Some students even 
log on together when out with friends, that 
would leave the anxiety out of the picture. 



Internships 

Sherry Haetinger 

You may have heard your professors 
or parents telling you to make sure you 
complete an internship because it looks 
good on your resume when you try to 
find a job. But what happens if you 
don’t do your “internship homework”? 

I figured it would be a great experi- 
ence, and a great networking tool, and it 
was. I applied at a company that handles 
promotions, advertising and basic grass- 
roots marketing strategies for films be- 
ing released in theaters. You can imag- 
ine my excitement when I was offered 
the three month summer position, and 
if that wasn’t enough, they said it was a 
paid internship! But now, six weeks after 
I have finished, I still have yet to be paid. 

My calls are not being returned and 



my emails received a response of “We 
are looking into it.” They do not owe 
me a ridiculous amount of money, but I 
had taken the job with the understand- 
ing that I was to be paid for my work. 

Students should not go into the intern- 
ship world with a blind eye. We must 
do our own research into the company, 
to make sure they are reputable. Con- 
tact the Better Business Bureau in the 
area, ask around for information on the 
company, or at the very least Google 
the company and see what comes up. 

Don’t get stuck in the mess that I am 
in. Understand the company’s intentions, 
and make sure you make informed deci- 
sions. No one is going to look out for the 
best interest of the intern, except for you. 





As a student, and a voice for the students 
of Avila University, I take notice of changes 
and various perspectives throughout the 
Avila Community. One thing I continuously 
ponder is how some projects become top 
priority, while others remain thoughts and 
plans for years. 

Part of this is because some people donate 
to specific projects, so we are obligated to 
spend a set amount of money on that par- 
ticular project. On the other hand, can a 
word as simple as “no” be used to entice 
donors to fund another initiative? It is risky 
and I would not like to turn away free mon- 
ey, but sometimes that one little syllable is 
worth the risk. 

I see two of the best projects of Avila ev- 
ery day. One is a few years old, and the other 
is very new. They will help draw people to 
the University, and the projects are great for 
morale and providing places to rest. 

On the other hand, I look at some of the 
repairs that our residence halls need, and 
hear about holes on the fields contributing 



to athletic injuries. I also find classrooms 
dedicated to majors separated by whole 
buildings from their faculty, and I feel some- 
thing is wrong. 

Avila University is looking into several proj- 
ects that would be great for all of our com- 
munity. These range from improvements 
to the athletic fields and facilities, to a new 
facility for Science, Health & Technology, to 
a new residence hall. The projects just need 
support, and some projects just need to be 
mentioned. 

As the Student Body President, I am work- 
ing to help develop a ranking system for 
some initiatives, but much more input still 
needs to come from the community. Perhaps 
a strong majority would agree with how cur- 
rent ideas and projects are being ranked, but 
missing an important project is possible. 

Get involved and share your thoughts on 
what can be done to improve the campus. 
Student Senate suggestion boxes are located 
in the library, the Campus Life Office, and 
on facebook. 
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Latin American Imports 



Beads at wholesale prices 

7 days a weeh 




Mon-Sat 10-6 Sundays 12-5 

Free Jewelry 

Making Classes 

Sterling Silver, Copper, Base Metal, 

silver plate and other findings. 

200 E. 135th Street KC, Mo 64145 
One block east of Wornall Road 
816-942-5115 











Students enjoy reading the Talon 
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Hula dancers get Avila crowd involved 
at Eagle Madness 



Students enjoy free banana 
splits during homecoming 
week 
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Avila Eagle Spirit Contest! 
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OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 




OCT 29TH 

5:00p.m. -6:00p.m Enjoy hot chocolate and a treat 
Lobby outside of the Library. 

Brought to you by Avila Student Life 



NOV 4TH 

Avila University's Microcinema 3:30 p.m. 

The next meeting will take place in Dallavis TV production Studio 
For more information email Nicole at nicole.esquibel@avila.edu 



OCT 30TH 

DAG Olympics: Benefiting Special Olympics 
3:00 p.m. by the fountain (Rain Location: Marian) 

Buy tickets during lunch in Marian Centre 

Games include: Wheelchair Obstacle Course, Scooter 

Basketball, Blindfolded Mr. Potato Head 

NOV 3RD 

Annual Advertising Club of KC Career Day 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. | Uptown Theater | 3700 Broadway 

Registration forms can be picked up in the Career 
Services office in Hodes 118. 

Marian Center Student Life Office 

AMC Matinee Movie Tickets for sale for only $1.00 



NOV 1 0TH 



Avila Flu Shot Clinic 
Health Services 
Hodes Center 

Monday, November 10 and Wednesday, November 12 
1 1 am - 1 pm 
Cost $25.00 

Co-sponsored by Avila Health Services and Avila School of Nursing 

In conjunction with American Red Cross 

Questions? Call 816-501-3668 or e-mail: carol.frevert@avila.edu 



NOV 1 2TH 

7 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Whitfield Center 

Casino Night with Big Prizes! 
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FREE 



(Level 2 & 3 only) 

With purchase of regular-priced \ 
90 minutes sessions for level 2 & 3 ** 



Restrictions Apply. Present offer. Not Valid with 
other offers. One per person. Expires 10-1 3-08 



Tanning Session 

With purchase of regular-priced 
sunless tan session 

Restrictions Apply. Present offer. Not Valid with 
other offers. One per person. Expires 10-1 3-08 
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GRAND OPENING! 
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Top Seven Most Effective 
Ab Workouts 

Erin Hopper 

Want to know the most effective abdominal ex- 
ercises? These top seven ab exercises are the re- 
sults of the American Council on Exercises study 
to determine the most effective ab workout. 




Verticle Crunch Full Verticle 



Crunch 




Reverse Crunch Ball Crunch 

The Bicycle Exercise 

• The bicycle exercise is the best move to target 
the six pack and the waist 

• Lie Face up on the floor and place your fingers 
behind your head 

• Bring the knees towards the chest and lift the 
shoulder blades off the ground without pulling 
on the neck 

• Straighten the left leg out while simultaneously 
turning the upper body to the right, bringing 
the left elbow towards the right knee 

• Switch sides, bringing the right elbow towards 
the left knee 

• Continue alternating sides in a pedaling motion 
for 12-16 reps 

The Exercise Ball Crunch 

• The exercise ball crunch is an excellent tool to 
strengthen the abs 

• Lie face-up with the ball resting under your 
mid-lower back 

• Cross your arms over your chest or place them 
behind your head 

• Contract your abs to lift your torso off the ball, 
pulling the bottom of your ribcage down to- 
ward your hips 

• As you curl up, keep the ball stable 

• Lower back down, getting a stretch in the abs 
and repeat for 12-16 reps 

The Vertical Leg Crunch 

• The vertical leg crunch is another effective 
move for the six pack and the waist 

• Lie face-up on the floor and extend the legs 
straight up with knees crossed 

• Contract the abs to lift the shoulder blades off 
the floor, as though reaching your chest to- 
wards your feet 



Continued on page 9 



Your future is in your hands; 
take control of it! 

Michele Watley 

Make the Right Decision 

In just a few days you will have the 
opportunity to create change. This 
decision may prove to be one of the most 
important decisions you will be asked to 
make in your lifetime. Avila University 
wants to be sure that you are equipped 
with the information you need to make 
the right decision. 




Career Services 

On Monday, October 27, 2008, Avila 
University’s Career Services department 
will be hosting the “Major Decision 08” 
majors fair. Whitfield Center will be filled 
with information booths represented by 
faculty members from each department. 
Faculty representatives will be available 
from 1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. to answer 
your questions about majors offered at 
Avila. Students that are undecided will 
find a wealth of information that will help 
them in choosing the right major. Gina 
Frigault, Director of Career Development 
at Avila University says that “the idea 

"The idea behind the 
majors fair is to support 
the student at whatever 
level they are..." 



behind the majors fair is to support the 
student at whatever level they are at to 
help them make intentional, informed 
decisions about selecting a major. This will 
actually maximize their marketability upon 
graduation.” But what if you already know 
what major you will pursue? 

A Chance to Explore 

This fair is not just for those who are 
undecided. For students who have decided 
their major, this will be your chance 
to explore other educational options 
including double majors, adding a minor, 
and studying abroad. There will also be 
more information about “Do What You 
Are,” a free personality assessment that 
can help you find what careers best suit 
your personality. 

A Decision-Filled Fall 

This fall will be filled with major 
decisions that will affect your life. Be 
informed about the most important 
decision, your degree major. For more 
information about this event, please 
contact Gina Frigault at 816-501-3764 
Gina.Frigault@Avila.edu. 



The Budget Fashionista 

Jacqueline Sharp 




Cutting Edge 

These days when you’re on a budget, it’s 
hard to dress with the cutting edge flair 
of Lindsey Lohan, the Bohemian spirit of 
Kate Moss, or the clean and classic lines of 
Jennifer Aniston. But never fear, budget 
fashionistas, here are the answers to your 
prayers. 

H&M, Forever 21, TJ Maxx, and Steve and 
Berry: these shops are your best friends. 
Buy that pair of True Religion jeans or that 
Marc Jacobs oversized boyfriend cardigan, 
and use some of these great buys like 
seat- fillers at the Oscars. If you have one 
sumptuous item in your ensemble, the rest 
will look just as luxurious. 

Old is New Again 

As Peter Allen once sang, “everything old 
is new again,” and this couldn’t be more 
true than it is in fashion. The past always 
comes back around, and with a few up- 
to-date changes, that old shift dress in the 
back of your grandma’s closet could easily 

That old grandma 
dress could easily 
become a great date 
outfit. 

become a great date outfit. 

Check with parents, grandparents and 
anyone else who lived through one of 
fashion’s gorgeous decades from the past. 
Also, don’t be afraid to check vintage shops 
like Boomerang. It may take some time, but 
there are some true gems in their racks of 
Mary Tyler Moore-era garb. Thrift stores 
also hold some finds, but they also take 
some looking, and frequent trips since the 
good stuff goes fast. 

Clothing-exchange party 

Host a clothing-exchange party. Invite all 
your friends over for a girl’s night. Have 
everyone bring makeup, clothes and shoes 
that they no longer wear, and let the trading 
begin. You can try on each other’s items and 
take turns picking. Then whatever is left can 
be donated to the nearest goodwill, where it 
will make some other budget fashionista’s 
week. 

The last piece of advice is one to carry 
with you in your brand new (cheap!) bag. 
Always go for superior fabrics. A good rule 
of thumb is if you can’t find that fabric 
in nature, you’re going to look cheap in it. 
Natural fabrics are classic and gorgeous and 
make you look like a million bucks! 

Happy shopping! 



Don't Wanna Grow Up! 

Kayle Walker 

My Experiences 

I have learned many things since I’ve 
packed up and moved out of my parents’ 
house three years ago. Some things were 
tougher than others, but at the end of the 
day each experience has made me a better 
person. Through this column I hope to 
share my experiences so maybe you can take 
a shortcut on your journey to “grow up.” 

I want you to think of your favorite pastime. 
Now I want you to imagine someone telling 
you that you cannot do this thing ever again. 
Unfortunately this is something I had to 
face less than a year ago. 

A Great Loss 

I had played sports every since I could 
walk. I was super- active, and anything that 
required a ball I was into. In high school 
I excelled in sports, especially basketball. 
When it came time to go to college, I could 
not imagine my life without basketball, so I 
continued my academic and athletic career 
at Avila. To cut a long story short, I had two 
knee surgeries in nine months, and after my 
second surgery I was told I could not only 
never play again, but that I physically could 
not run anymore. Basketball was a part of 
me, and in an instant it was gone. 

My purpose for writing this article is not 

I was told I could 
never play again... 




to receive pity, but rather to inspire. It was 
a challenge for me to completely give up 
basketball, and it is a struggle that I will 
continue to face for many years to come, 
but it has also been a blessing. 

A New Focus 

Since I have not been playing basketball 
I have time to do so many other things I 
never previously could. I started learning 
guitar, focusing more on school, and 
working on various creative projects that 
I love. 

College is a time of change, a time to 
explore yourself, and a time to try new 
things. Do not limit yourself because 
you are satisfied with being the person 
you are. Pick up something new that 
you have never done before — whether 
it be something simple like cooking or 
something adventurous like skydiving. 
Make a list of things you would like to do 
and actually cross those items off the list. 
We are only young once, so we can’t be 
afraid to live our lives. 






American Economy at Risk 

Javier Kelty 




losing their houses. Banks’ stocks have been plunging 
drastically because of this. 

The Federal Reserve lowered its interest rate to 4.75 
percent, while the Euro Central Bank interest rate 
remained the same. In other words, if a person saves 
money in dollars his or her interest rate will return at 
a lower amount than if he or she would have saved in 

euros, according to Charles Herman of ABC News. 

Oil-producing countries are beginning to convert their 
dollars into euros, which puts more American dollars 
on the open currency market, leading to inflation, says 
Herman. 

Fewer Student Loans 

How is this going to affect the Avila community? It 
could make student loan agencies decrease the amount 
of money they lend, or get more selective with who 
they lend to. In turn, this will decrease the number of 
potential students. If this doesn’t affect future students, 
the housing market definitely will. Expensive prices on 
houses will keep students from being able to live off- 
campus, thus making AU halls much more crowded. 



The housing and banking 
markets are suffering, which 
are two related problems. 



American Downward Slope 

It’s been evident this past year that America’s economy 
is on a downward slope. Starting with the decrease in 
value of the US dollar and record numbers of housing 
foreclosures, and now with the stock market crashing, 
the situation only seems to get worse. Meanwhile, many 
Americans still seem to be under the impression that 
this won’t affect them, or maybe they wonder how it 
will affect them. This is not just a problem concerning 
Wall Street. A failing economy will hurt all aspects of 
society. 

These are the main factors involved 
in the failing economy: 

The housing and banking markets are suffering, which 
are two related problems. Known as the sub-prime 
housing market, since the deregulation of the banking 
industry, banks have been making risky loans to people 
for houses they could not afford. Many borrowers 
have not been able to pay them off, and now they are 




Abs Workout, continued from page 8 



• Keep the legs in a fixed position and imag- 
ine bringing your belly button towards your 
spine at the top of the movement 

• Lower and repeat for 12-16 reps 

The Long Arm Crunch 

• This move emphasizes the upper part of the 
abs 

• Lie on a mat and extend the arms straight out 
behind the head with hand clasped, keeping 
the arms next to the ears 

• Contract the abs and lift the shoulder blades 
off the floor 

• Keep the arms straight and avoid straining 
the neck. If you feel neck pain, take one 
hand behind the head while keeping the 
other arm extended 

• Lower and repeat for 12-16 reps 

The Reverse Crunch 



• The reverse crunch emphasizes the lower 
part of the abs 

• Lie on the floor and place hands on the 
floor behind the head 

• Bring the knees in towards the chest until 
they are bent to about 90 degrees, with 
feet together or crossed 

• Contract the abs to curl the hips off the 
floor, reaching the legs up towards the 
ceiling 

• Try to use your abs to lift your hips rather 
than swinging your legs and creating mo- 
mentum 

• Lower and repeat for 12-16 reps 

The Full Vertical Crunch 

• The full vertical crunch really works the abs 
by involving both upper and lower body 

• Lie on your back and extend the legs up to- 
wards the ceiling 



Impact of frozen assets 

Because the U.S. economy relies on the ability of businesses and 
consumers to obtain credit, a prolonged credit freeze could have 
devastating effects on individuals. An example: 

1 Financial firms fail Failed banks 

Amount of mortgage-backed 
securities going bad as homeowners 
fail to pay mortgages, combined 
with recent failures of major 
financial institutions, causes 
banks to worry 
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Interest rates rise 

Banks tighten their 
standards on who can 
borrow money and raise 
interest rates considerably 
for those who can 



*The London interbank offered rate 
(Libor) is used to calculate interest 
rates on $360 trillion of financial 
products worldwide 
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Unemployment increases 

Those who can’t afford higher 
rates are unable to obtain 
financing, impacting many 
players in the economy, such as 
auto dealers, manufacturers 
and home builders, sellers, 
causing more layoffs 



U.S. unemployment rate 
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Source: FDIC, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Bloomberg 
Graphic: Max Rust and Phil Geib, Chicago Tribune 
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On fixing the economy 



Where the presidential 
candidates stand: 



Home 

mortgage 

relief 



McCain 

$300 billion 
to take bad 
mortgages off 
banks’ books 
and negotiate 
better mortgage rates 
for homeowners 





Obama 

90-day 

foreclosure ^ ^ ^ 
moratorium for Y/ ^ 
homeowners living As# 
in their homes making 
good faith efforts to 
pay mortgages 



401k, IRA 

retirement 

plans 



Suspend tax rules that 
force seniors to sell 
equities when they reach 
age 70 1/2; allow those 
over age 60 to withdraw 
up to $50,000 per year, 
for 2008, 2009, to be 
taxed at only 10 percent 



Taxes 



Increase the tax write-off 
for stock losses to 
$15,000 from $3,000 for 
tax years 2008, 2009; 
reduce maximum tax 
rate on long-term capital 
gains to 7.5 percent in 
2009, 2010 



Supports suspending 401k, 
IRA tax rules that force 
seniors to sell equities; 
allow withdrawals of 15 
percent up to $10,000 
without normal 10 percent 
tax penalty in 2008, 2009 

Businesses get a $3,000 
refundable tax credit for 
each additional full-time 
worker hired 



© 2008 MCT 

Source: Candidates’ Web sites 
Graphic: Lee Hulteng, JudyTreible 




• Place hands behind your head and contract 
the abs to lift the shoulder blades off the 
floor 

• At the same time, press the heels towards the 
ceiling, creating a £ u’ shape with your torso 

• Lower down and repeat for 12-16 reps 

The Plank Exercise 

• The plank exercise is a great way to build 
endurance in both abs and back, as well as 
stabilizer muscles 



• Lie face down on a mat resting on the fore- 
arms, palms flat on the floor 

• Push off the floor, raising up onto toes and 
resting on the elbows 

• Keep your back flat, in a straight line from 
head to heels 

• Tilt your pelvis and contract your abs to pre- 
vent your butt from sticking up in the air 

• Hold for 20-60 seconds, lower and repeat for 
3-5 reps 
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This section of Arts & Entertainment is chalk 
full of important information so you can get 
your A&E fix for the month. Monica Lang 
reviewed the book, 20 Something 20 Everything 
by Christine Hassler. The book talks about 
the pressures of being so young and rushed 
into life, and how it helps its readers become 
the person that they want to be. 

Steve Sharkey had the opportunity to sit 
down and view the teen romance /comedy, 
Nick and Norah’s Infinite Playlist. Read the 
review to decide if you like Michael Cera 
better in Juno, or if his role as Nick really 
shows his talent. 

Attention students, faculty and anybody else 
who loves a good play. Goppert Theatre is 
bringing Hamlet to Avila University in late 
November. 

Tina Turner’s recent visit to Kansas City was 
not a disappointment. 69 years old and she 
is still singing and dancing with the best of 
them, according to Talon Reporter Nicole 
Drew. 

Plus this issue reports on the Renaissance 
Festival and how retro-dressing has become 
extremely popular. 

Upcoming movie releases that might be of 
interest are Max Payne , W., The Secret Life of 
Bees, Saw V, Zach and Miri Make a Porno, and 
don’t forget the popular High School Musical 3: 
Senior Year. 

Also, in the next few weeks artists such as 
Metallica, Neil Young, One Republic, Alanis 
Morissette, Eagles, and New Kids On the 
Block will pop up somewhere in Kansas City 
to strut their stuff. So sit back and enjoy the 
greatness of A&E. 



Blast from the Past 

Charlotte Bishop 



Renaissance Festival 

Upon entering the gates of the Renaissance 
Festival, you are immediately swept into the 
Middle Ages without even a chance to catch 




your breath. Queens pass you on the street 
followed by their loyal retainers, wenches 
try to steal your man, and gypsies dance for 
a few coins. Although the food and drink is 
overpriced, the merchandise is beautiful and 
mostly handmade, making money well-spent. 

Everywhere you look 

All over the large park are stalls and shops, 
set up in thatched huts and ornately-decorated 
buildings. Everywhere you look is a new 
game or show, from the flying barrel to the 



Dinner & a Movie: Bueller, Bueller, Bueller 

Emily Hoskins KC EVENTJ 



Fabulous Feast 

For this month’s college dinner and a movie, 
take a day off with Ferris, of Perris Bueller’s 
Day Off. This fabulous feast is inspired by 
one of the many stops Ferris, Cameron, and 
Sloane make on the day they refuse to play 
by the rules. 

Because we're in college... 

In college we don’t like to play by the 
rules, so we’ll explore alternatives to the 
conventional way of cooking this quick and 
easy meal. A trip to the store is necessary 
prior to the movie. Pick up your favorite 
brand of hot dogs, hot dog buns, tortilla 
chips, Velveeta cheese, and roasted, shelled 
peanuts. Then rent the featured film. 

Break all the rules 

One can either prepare the meal before the 
movie, or wait until the perfect moment: 
when the film’s characters are at the Chicago 
Cubs game instead of in gym class. You can 
either cook the dogs on a traditional grill, 
grill them on a George Foreman “Lean Mean 
Fat Reducing Machine,” or break all the rules 
and stick them in the microwave. 




FERRIS 

BUELLER*S 

DAY OFF 




Melt the cheese 

Either way the dogs get cooked and they’ll 
be delicious. Then melt the cheese in the 
microwave, and like magic, you’ll have nacho 
chips and cheese just like at the ballpark. If 
this isn’t enough, scrumptious peanuts will 
satisfy even the hungriest viewer. 

So stop what you are doing, and take Ferris’s 
advice: “Life moves pretty fast. If you don’t 
stop and look around once in a while, you 
could miss it.” So stop, watch this movie, 
and create a “great” meal. You will not be 
disappointed. 



November 1 

Girl Talk- all ages show 
9:00 p.m. 

Granada Theater 
Lawrence, KS 

PBR Bull Riding 
7:00 p.m. 

The American Royal Center 

November 2 

Nashville Star Tour 
8:00 p.m. 

The Midland by AMC 

November 3 and 4 

GO and VOTE it’s YOUR 
RIGHT! 

November 6 

Atmosphere: Paint The Nation 

Tour 

9:00 p.m. 

Granada Theater- Lawrence, KS 

November 7 

Slightly Stoopid 
8:00 p.m. 

Liberty Hall- Lawrence 
Andrew Dice Clay 
8:00 p.m. 

Uptown Theater 

First Friday 
5:00 p.m. 

Crossroads District (downtown) 

November 11 



wenches washing hour. Everything is fun and 
adventurous! 

Bring your wallet 

There are camel and elephant rides, giant 
turkey legs, ale, archery, and more! Fairies even 
skip along the pathways, offering good fortune 




and happy times to all who encounter them. 
Bring your friends, bring your dog, and above 
all bring your wallet — you’ll see more to buy 
than you can afford. 

Leaped at the opportunity 

Avila GAP sold tickets to students for $5 a 
piece, so I leaped at the opportunity to attend 
this awesome event. If you missed it this year, 
be sure you don’t next year! The Renaissance 
Festival runs for two months, so you have no 
excuse for missing it. 




Memories of World War II 
Harry S. Truman Presidential 
Library 

November 13 

Ararat Shrine Circus 
7:30 p.m. 

Municipal Auditorium 

November 16 

2008 World Tour of Gymnastics 

Superstars 

6:00 p.m. 

Sprint Center 

November 21 

Tech N9ne 
8:00 p.m. 

Uptown Theater 

November 22 

A Christmas Carol 

Kansas City Repertory’s Spencer 

Theatre 

November 27 

Plaza Light Ceremony 
6:00 p.m. 

Country Club Plaza 

November 29 

A1 Green 
8:00 p.m. 

The Midland by AMC 



Upcoming Reading 

Charlotte Bishop 

While television and movies 
are America’s prefered form of 
entertainment, books still reign supreme 
when your eyes and brain-cells need a 
break. Here are a few upcoming titles 
to tickle your reading fancy 

A Lion Among Men: 

A Tion Among Men: Volume Three in 
the Wicked Years, by Gregory Maguire: 
That’s right, Wicked fans, the next book 
is on its way! Gregory Maguire’s dark 
story, Wicked: The Life and Times of the 
Wicked Witch of the West (1995), was 
turned into a Broadway musical smash. 
It was followed by Son of a Witch , and 
now the third volume is coming. It’s told 
from the perspective of the Cowardly 
Lion during a time of civil war in Oz. 
He tells of his early years after his 
rescue by Elphaba (later to become the 
Wicked Witch of the West), and then 
sets his wits against the approaching 
armies of the Emperor. It promises to 
be an exciting and thought-provoking 
read, just as Wicked and Son of a Witch 
before it. 

Holidays on Ice: 

Holidays on Ice, by David Sedaris: 
Those who appreciate great wit and 
snappy humor will love this reprint of 
the 1997 book. It contains a new story 
never before published, as well as six 
additional stories not available in the 
original. Sedaris is becoming a bigger 
name with every book; his smart humor 
both engrosses and tickles the reader. 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Last Straw, 
by Jeff Kinney: The fun kids’ series 
returns in its third volume! Illustrated 
with stick figures, the Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid series has been highly popular 
since its release in 2007. It’s about a 
boy, Greg, thrown into middle school 
without really being ready, and he is 
immediately tagged as the ‘wimpy kid’. 
However, his best friend’s popularity 
shoots sky-high, and Greg tries to use 
it to help his own reputation — with 
devastating results. All three books are 
written as though Greg was actually 
recording them in his diary. 




Hamlet 

Ben Kopp 

From the pen of William Shakespeare 
and through the passages of time, Goppert 
Theatre is bringing Hamlet to Avila University. 
Set in the 12th Century, the production will 
take the audience on a journey with Danish 
royalty and the effects of heightened emotion 
on this noble family. “This year’s classical 

"This year's classical show is 
stocked full of emotions..." 

show is stocked full of emotions,” said 
Joshua Gleeson (Horatio). “But of course it 
is... it’s Hamlet. Robert Foulk (Director) is 
digging deep into every aspect of this show; 
making it so real. You’ll really believe you are 
visiting ancient Denmark.” 

As with last year’s November production of 
The Grapes of Wrath , this year’s production of 
Hamlet will have an adjudicator watching the 
show to recommend students for competition 
in the American College Theatre Festival. On 
the other hand, this year’s production will be 
far different as the audience must discover 
whether the strategies and methods of 
vengeance were the work of a mastermind, 
or a complete madman. 

You can decide for yourself on November 
20-22 at 8:00 p.m. or on November 23 at 
2:00 p.m. All faculty, staff, and students are 
given free admission and are encouraged to 
come see this Shakespearean classic! 



Retro Convicts 

Ricky Davis 




When you were younger did you ever tell 
your parents, “I am never going to dress 
like you — that is so old school”? Or have 
you ever gone through that old photo al- 
bum and thought, “Man, that was the 
worst outfit ever”? Did you ever think that 
ten years later you would be dressing like 
that again? 

Well it’s true. This year the retro theme 
came back full force! Cross colors, crazy 
glasses, scarves, big hoop earrings, skinny 
jeans, and the list goes on and on. Even 
celebrities like Kanye West, Rihanna, and 
Steven Tyler are victims of being retro 
convicts. 

These were the styles of generations way 
before ours. Retro, meaning backwards or 
in the past, goes as far as the early 1940’s 
and even earlier. So yes, I know exactly 
what you’re thinking: your grandparents 
did have style. That ugly, itchy, sweater your 
grandmother bought with the funky de- 
sign that you’d never wear — try adding 
a collared shirt, rolling up the sleeves, and 
adding a necklace, then tell me what you 
think. 

I know this is shocking. Who would have 
ever thought that our parents, let alone our 
grandparents, would have more style than 
us. Amazing, right? So the next time you 
think that something is old-school or out- 
of-style. Think about it in the retro sense 
and work it! 



20 Something 20 Everything 

Monica Lang 

Future Expectations 

These are the years in adulthood where 
career choices should be made. Not only 
are we supposed to be working towards 
graduation, but we are expected to know 
exactly what to do with that degree, and how 
it is going to get us from point A to point B 
(a job). 

Get What You Want 

20 Something 20 Everything is a book 
about being in our twenties, and how there is 
so much pressure to figure out who we are, 
what we want, and how to get it. This book is 
a safe-haven for any 20 something year-old- 
woman who is trying to pull together her life, 
and figure out how to get what she wants. 

A Fun Book 

The author delves into how to secure the 
different realms in our lives — independence, 
self-esteem, finances, love, and employment 
— concluding on how our twenties can be 
everything. It is a fun book filled with helpful 
exercises on how to become the person you 
want to be. The exercises inside the book 
are helpful in trying to figure out one’s life, 
which makes the book proactive, and not just 
motivating. 

According to Hassler, women in their 
twenties usually know who they are, and they 
already have all the ideas about what they 
want, but they are not really sure if those 
ideas are their own or not. They may question 
whether these ideas are merely coming from 
their environment and the people around 
them — like their parents and friends. 
Self-doubt, or lack of self-confidence is one 
of the common mistakes women make, and 



■20 SOMETHING 



\20 EVERYTHING 



A QuanerLifc 
Worrun'i Guide to 
Etobnce and Direction 
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CHRISTINE HASSLER 



the brain cannot distinguish between what 
we are thinking and reality. A person’s self- 
talk and self-thought process can impact her 
success — either positively or negatively. 
What does the voice in your head say? 

Hassler also states another mistake women 
make is trying to build a house without a 
solid foundation. Women tend to invest in 
certain things such as body-image, friends, 
or relationships, and that is not where 
investment is needed. 

The way that a woman takes care of herself 
emotionally, or physically, has to do with 
confidence. If making future decisions about 
one’s life is causing confusion, then this book 
is for you. 




November 20, 21, and 22 at 8:00 p.m. 
November 23 at 2:00 p.m. 
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Nick and Norah's Infinite Playlist 



Steve Sharkey 




Two senseless relationships 

From its animated opening credits to a final 
scene in which two people finally and effort- 
lessly unburden themselves from two sense- 
less relationships deciding to be together; 
Nick and Norah’s Infinite Play list seems to bring 
hope that the lightning that made Juno a cul- 
tural phenomenon will strike twice. However, 
Nick and Norah isn’t quite the onslaught to the 
teen romance genre that Juno was. 

Traditional teen romance 

Based on the young adult novel by Rachel 
Cohn and David Leviathan, Michael Cera’s 
Nick, Kat Denning’s Norah, and their assort- 
ed pals drift fluidly between irony-as-defense 
and taking both themselves, and the idea of 
love seriously. The result is a film that’s a tra- 



ditional teen romance, but more of an honest 
one. 

Michael Cera is Nick, a rock star in a small 
indie band. He doesn’t have the high expecta- 
tions of others around him. Nick only cares 
about making his music and remaining true 
to his roots. The only aspiration his band has 
is to come up with a name that fits. One pos- 
sibility is Jerk Offs. 

Failed mix CDs 

Nick is the only straight member of a gay 
band. He is also the person enduring difficult 
romantic evils. His girlfriend of six whole 
months, Tris, dumped him and he spends 
much of the movie pining for his lost love. 
After numerous failed mix CDs, he finally 
gives in to the fact that she wasn’t what he 



was needing 

Kat Dennings is Norah. She is “friendemies” 
with Tris. She is also best friends with Caro- 
line, a drunk who prefers to puke in the same 
place every time. While at a Jerk Offs concert, 
Tris shows up with her new man and makes 
fun of Norah for not having a date. Norah 
asks Nick to pretend she is his girlfriend, not 
realizing he is Tris’ Nick. 

This leads to a night out as Nick and Norah 
try to find their favorite band, Where’s Fluffy, 
who is playing a special surprise concert 
somewhere in town. 




Upcoming Movies 

Transformers: 

Revenge of the Fallen 

This is an upcoming science-fiction film due 
for release on June 26, 2009. It is the sequel 
to 2007’s Transformers, which was the first live- 
action Transformers film. Michael Bay and 
Steven Spielberg return as director and executive 
producer, while Shia LaBeouf reprises the role 
of Sam Witwicky, the human caught in the war 
between Autobots and Decepticons. Shooting 
began in May 2008. 

X-Men Origins: Wolverine 

Leading up to the events of X-Men , X-Men 
Origins: Wolverine tells the story of Wolverine’s 
epically violent and romantic past, his complex 
relationship with Victor Creed, and the ominous 
Weapon X program. Along the way, Wolverine 
encounters many mutants, both familiar and 
new, including surprise appearances by several 
legends of the X-Men universe. 

House 

On a deserted back 
road in Alabama, Jack 
and Stephanie find 
themselves driving fast 
and running late. Their 
world suddenly changes 
when a strange accident 
leaves them stranded 
with no car, no cell- 
phone coverage, and 
no help in sight. They 
have no choice except 
to continue on foot. As 
darkness approaches, they round a bend and see 
a small sign at the top of a long gravel driveway: 
The Wayside Inn. 



The exhausted couple stand in front of an 
inviting house, complete with gated stone wall, 
ancient oak trees, and a note welcoming weary 
travelers. Inside they find another couple with an 
equally troubling story about a similar accident. 
It seems that backwoods pranksters have made 
their day miserable. Still, they are safe.... 

Max Payne 

Max Payne is a maverick cop — a mythic 
anti-hero — determined to track down those 
responsible for the brutal murders of his family 
and partner. Hell-bent on revenge, his obsessive 
investigation takes him on a nightmare journey 
into a dark underworld. As the mystery deepens, 
Max is forced to battle enemies beyond the 
natural world and face an unthinkable betrayal. 

Sex Drive 

Eighteen year old Ian finally gets the opportunity 
to lose his virginity when a woman he meets 
on-line offers to have sex with him— if he will 
drive to Knoxville to meet her. Accompanied by 
friends Lance and Felicia, they take off on a road 
trip in Ian’s brother Rex’s beloved 1969 GTO — 
without permission of course. 

w. 

W. takes viewers through Bush’s eventful life: his 
struggles and triumphs, how he found both his 
wife and his faith, and of course the critical days 
leading up to Bush’s decision to invade Iraq. 

What Just Happened 

Two nail-biting, back- stabbing, roller-coaster 
weeks in the world of a middle-aged Hollywood 
producer as he tries to juggle an actual life with 
an outrageous series of crises in his day job. 
Ben is besieged by people who want him to be 
all sorts of things — a money maker, an ego 
buster, a bad news breaker, an artistic champion, 
a loyal husband, and an all-knowing father, not 
to mention sexy and youthful. 




Tina Turner Concert Review 

Nicole Drew 

Amazing American icon 

Love has everything to do with Tina 
Turner’s performance at the Sprint 
Center on her last US tour. Turner 
pulled out all the stops to create a truly 
memorable concert for her fans in 
Kansas City on October 8. 

This concert being the most expensive 
I have ever paid for, $150 per seat, I 
expected it to be quite a production 
and have a really good view. Although I 
was off to the side a bit, the stage was 
so close I could have spit onto it, which 
made it easy to really see how amazing 
this American icon still is. 

Unbelievable 

Turner, 69 years old, can still sing and 
dance with the best of them, keeping 
up with all her back-up dancers in her 
high stiletto shoes. She made the baby- 
boomers jealous with her stamina and 
killer legs. All of her old favorites were 
performed as if she were a 20-year-old 
instead of a 69-year-old. Her singing 
voice is still unbelievable; when she hit 
the chorus of “What’s Love Got to Do 
With It” her voice soared above the 
crowd with a powerful force. The crowd 
was screaming the whole time, but all 
you could hear was her voice. 

Songs like this, with the upbeat melody, 
brought the whole arena to their feet. I 
was a bit disappointed, however, that the 
crowd was not as energetic during the 
entire concert. Most of the crowd sat 
down during the performance, except 




the people in the floor seats, who were 
dancing fools. I have been to many 
concerts of older stars like Tom Petty, 
where everyone — young and old — 
stood up the entire time, so I felt like I 
had to hold back who I was as a concert 
participant respecting my elders. After 
all, I was one of the youngest people 
attending Turner’s concert. 

Still, even being one of the few from 
my generation, I thought Tina Turner 
produced an amazing show and 
everybody got their money’s worth. 
Walking out of the venue, not once 
did I hear disappointment, except 
occasionally about the astronomical 
souvenir prices. The show was really fun, 
but unfortunately it is her last tour, or so 
she says. 

A few years ago she had a farewell tour, 
and swore it would be the last time she 
would tour, but obviously that statement 
didn’t hold true. If Tina Turner comes 
back into town again, you can bet that 
I’ll be there, and I suggest you pay the 
money and go too. Take your mom, 
she’ll love it. 



Concerts in KC 
October 28 

Alanis Morissette 
Midland Theatre 
8:00 p.m. 

October 29 

The Academy Is 
with We the Kings 
Beaumont Club 
7:30 p.m. 

October 31 

Danzig 

Uptown Theatre 
6:55 p.m. 

November 4 

Neil Young 

with Death Cab for Cutie 



Sprint Center 
7:00 p.m. 

November 5 

Scars on Broadway 
Beaumont Club 
8:00 p.m. 

One Republic 
with Augustana, The 
Hush Sound 
and Spill Canvas 
Uptown Theatre 

TBA 

November 6 

Underoath 
Beaumont Club 
7:30 p.m. 



Crosby & Nash 
Uptown Theatre 
8:00 p.m. 

November 7 

Stephen Lynch 
VooDoo Lounge 
7:00 p.m. 

10:00 p.m. 

Nov 9 

Eagles 

Sprint Center 
8:00 p.m. 

Australian Pink Floyd 
Uptown Theatre 
TBA 

Nov 11 

All Time Low 



Beaumont Club 
7:00 p.m. 

New Kids on the Block 
Sprint Center 
8:00 p.m. 

Nov 13 

Coldplay 
Sprint Center 
7:30 p.m. 

Nov 14 

Rise Against 
Uptown Theatre 
7:00 p.m. 

Nov 15 

Celine Dion 
Sprint Center 
8:00 p.m. 



Jackopierce 
Beaumont Club 
8:00 p.m. 

The Cult 
Ameristar Casino 
8:00 p.m. 

Nov 16 

Plain White T’s 
Beaumont Club 
7:30 p.m. 

Govt Mule 
VooDoo Lounge 
TBA 

Nov 18 

Celtic Thunder 



Sprint Center 
7:30 p.m. 

Nov 19 

Ludo 

Beaumont Club 
7:30 p.m. 

Nov 22 

Rick Springfield 
Midland Theatre 
8:00 p.m. 

Stefon Harris Quintet 

Folly Theater 
8:00 p.m. 

Mudvayne 
Uptown Theatre 



TBA 

Nov 23 

Soulfly 

Beaumont Club 
7:30 p.m. 

Nov 24 

Escape the Fate 
Beaumont Club 
7:30 p.m. 

Smashing Pumpkins 
Midland Theatre 
8:00 p.m. 








Colleen Reagan 



A New Year for Avila Cheerleaders 



Erin Hopper 

Twenty-nine members 

This year the cheerleaders are off to a great 
start. Last year cheer placed first at their 
conference competition, bringing home the 
banner for championship spirit squad with 
the dance team. This year with twenty-nine 
members, all the girls are working hard to 
defend that title. 

Focus on taping 

With homecoming out of the way, the cheer- 
leaders can focus on taping their qualifying 
video for nationals. In order to get a partially- 
paid bid to nationals the cheerleaders must 
receive second place with their video. In the 
past four years cheer has placed third. There 
is also a new mascot division, and for the 
first time ever, Dom the Eagle is entering the 
competition. Dom has been working hard 
with cheer. They are both hoping to reach 



their goals for nationals. So cross your fingers, 
because the qualifying video is due November 

2 . 

Along with all the stress of nationals, the 
cheerleaders are giving back to the commu- 
nity by helping with multiple fundraisers like 
Bikers for Babies, MS Bike Ride, and even a 
children’s birthday party. The cheerleaders are 
also selling trash bags, jewelry, and candles. 

Cheer is preparing to host the first college 
recruiting fair here at Avila. “The recruiting 
fair is an opportunity for high school sopho- 
mores, juniors and seniors to come and meet 
college coaches and cheerleaders,” said cheer 
recruiting coach Melissa Shipman. “Each 
student will get the opportunity to perform in 
front of the coaches so they can begin getting 
recruited by the different programs. There 
will be thirteen other colleges besides Avila 
in attendance, so the girls hope to get a great 
turn out.” 







Another Professional Sports 
Team? 

Kayle Walker 

New sports team 

Kansas City is facing professional sports 
heartbreak with the Chiefs being one of 
the worst teams in the NFL, and the Royals 
continuing to have a losing record this past 
season. 

What Kansas City needs to mend their 
broken hearts is a new sports team, and they 
just happen to have the venue to support 
it. Over the past month, the Sprint Center 
has held an NHL and NBA game to see if 
Kansas City could support a new team. 

Crowd of 1 1 ,603 

On September 22, the Sprint Center held 
an NHL exhibition game between the Los 
Angeles Kings and the St. Louis Blues. This 
was the first professional hockey game in 



Kansas City since the KC Blades played in 
2001. The game drew a crowd of 11,603 in 
the $276 million arena. 

Crowd of 11,000 

The Sprint Center also welcomed an 
exhibition game between the Portland Trail 
Blazers and the Atlanta Hawks on October 
10. The crowd for this game was also 
around 1 1 ,000 fans. Kansas City also had a 
professional basketball team, the Kings, at 
one time, but the team left for Sacramento 
in 1985. 

Since 1985, Kansas City has not been able 
to support a basketball program. The last 
exhibition game was in 2001 between the 
Houston Rockets and the Detroit Pistons, 
and only 7,1 13 showed up at Kemper Arena. 

So can Kansas City sports fans expect to 
see a sports team make Sprint Center their 
home? “Our ultimate goal is to have a NHL 
team or NBA team or both if anybody is out 



there granting wishes,” said Brenda Tinnen, 
Senior Vice President and General Manager 
of the Sprint Center. “But as long as we do 
not have an anchor tenant, we will continue 
to try to feature a pre-season game each 
year.” 

"Our ultimate goal is to 
have a NHL team or NBA 
team or both..." 

I was fortunate enough to attend both 
games and had a blast. I will admit that the 
arena seemed bare in spots, but I think a 
home team would have increased numbers. 
Some thrilling highlights were the fights 
in the hockey game, and the dunks in the 
basketball game. Can we add these thrills 
to the hype of homeruns and touchdowns? 
Only time will tell, but my vote is for hockey! 



Fred Geer Cup Winners 

Ashley Townsend 

Blast Off 

The annual Eagle Madness event went off 
with a blast. During the activity-filled night, 
the winners of the anticipated Dr. Fred Geer 
Cup were announced. The cup is given to the 
men and women’s athletic team with the highest 
cumulative GPA, and individual awards are 
given to the male and female student-athlete 
with the best grade point average. The award 
is named in honor of Dr. Fred Geer, a member 
of the Avila Athletic Hall of Fame and faculty 
representative for Avila. 

Congratulations 

Interim Athletic Director, Coach Hall, 
presented the cup to the Women’s Basketball 
Team and the Men’s Soccer Team. Winning 
the Dr. Fred Geer individual academic awards 
were Bailey Pyle and Patrick Turk. This year’s 
winners are no strangers to the cup. Both the 
Women’s Basketball Team and the Men’s Soccer 
Team won the award for the third year in a row. 
Congratulations go out to all the winners! 




Women's Basketball Team 




EAGLE OF 
THE MONTH 




Name: Katy Davis, Grade: Senior, Sport: Volleyball 
Position: Middle Hitter, Major: Radiology, 

Hometown: Oak Grove, Missouri, Person You Admire 
Most: My Momma, Favorite Music: Rock, 

Favorite Movie: Blow, 2008 Personal Goal: Lead the 
conference in blocks, 2008 Team Goal: Make post- 
season, Plans after Avila: Get rich and give it all back to 
Avila, because tuition was just not enough! And if I have 
any money after that, go to culinary school 






Hot Workout 

Ben Kopp 



0 










Ventilation Problem 

Athletes and non-athletes across campus 
have noticed that the ventilation system in 
the Mabee Fieldhouse is a real problem. 
During the Eagle Madness celebration, 
spectators sweated with the athletes — 
although the audience did not join their 
entertainers. “It’s cool in the morning,” 
said an anonymous Avila University 
student. “But later in the day, it’s just 
muggy.” Students currently use the Mabee 
Fieldhouse in the afternoon, evening, and 
night more often than in the morning. 




Propose the Idea 

With several improvements being made on 
campus, it does not look like air conditioning 
is on the list. Preliminary suggestions such 
as resurfacing and improving drainage for 
the Zarda Complex are being discussed; 
however, Dr. Ned Flarris has said that 
although air conditioning may have been 
brought up in meetings, he “cannot say 
anyone has seriously proposed” the idea. 
On the other hand, Dr. Harris mentioned 
that the project can be placed on the list 
of priorities if it is given enough support. 
One way of support would be donations 
given to the University specifically for the 
initiative. 



Students currently use 
the Mabee Fieldhouse 
in the afternoon, 
evening, and night 
more often than in the 
morning. 














Blessed are the political writers for they shall never 
lack something to write about. Right now there is a 
wealth of material: an excess of which needs to be 
covered, and the discernable choice to leave some 
stories unwritten. 

Sometimes in the heat of a presidential election 
local politics get overlooked, but thanks to Michele 
Watley, readers can get caught up on ballot measures 
that have some long-term consequences. 

Ben Kopp and Charlotte Bishop trade blows in 
the he said/ she said section like kids trade baseball 
cards. 

Javier Kelty offers expansive knowledge concern- 
ing voter fraud, and insight into the second round 
of presidential debates; where hopefully, the nuts or 
acorns stay in the trees. 

However, the most important article does not 
concern Obama, Palin, or McCain, but rather Emilie 
Brumit in a fond tribute to her passions and her 
politics. She will be missed, and her contributions 
will be remembered in the praiseworthy manner they 
deserve. 



She Said: Obama Rules 

Charlotte Bishop 

An Already Ruined Economy 



He Said: McCain Will Help the U.S. 

Ben Kopp 

A True Republican 

To make my first point as simple as possible, John McCain 
has been a Republican for quite a while and wants to be the 
President of the United States. He would 
not be accepted as a Democrat, and he 
would lose millions of Republican voters 
if he ran in a third party. When it comes 
right down to it, this election needs to be 
treated as a fresh start and not a contest 
to see who can be the least like George 
Bush. 

On the matter of energy, McCain has 
shown that his plan for widening the 
range of energy sources — especially clean 
sources — will help improve the economy 
by creating jobs, while ensuring that the 
United States does not come to rely too 
much on a single source. 

$5000 Tax Credit 

His plan includes the use of renewable 
resources, clean coal, nuclear power, and 
more powerful batteries. McCain will 
also encourage the development of zero- 
emission automobiles by giving companies 
a $5000 tax credit for every zero-emission 

Obama Is Ready 



automobile that is sold. Other tax breaks are based on how few 
emissions each car that is sold produces. 

In order to improve the economy, McCain supports small 
businesses as well as corporations that keep their workers and 

facilities in the United 
States. He will help 
American businesses 
compete in the world 
market by lowering the 
corporate tax rate. The 
United States currently 
has one of the highest 
corporate tax rates in 
the world. 

While these plans are 
good on their own, 
they are amazing when 
they are combined with 
McCain’s other plans. I 
typically hate political 
parties with a passion, 
and refuse to side with 
a specific candidate 
because of his party; 
this time, McCain 
deserves support. 




My question to you: "How 
can it be any worse than what 
Bush has done already?" 



Those against Barack Obama throw one general question at 
him: “You’re always saying you’re going to change things, but 
what are you going to do?” 

My question to you: “How can it be any worse than what 
Bush has done already?” 

McCain has voted with Bush about 90% of the time, and 
then proceeds to talk about his good judgment. How can 
anyone who votes with Bush have good judgment? Our 
current President threw us into a stupid war and ruined our 
economy in just eight years. 

McCain Is Only for Himself 

Barack Obama is for the people, whereas McCain is only 
for himself. Obama promises equity, and the Republicans 
only offer the same prejudices over and over. The major 
issues facing us show why Obama is the better pick. 

Obama says, “We’re not going to babysit a civil war.” 
Going into Iraq was a bad idea in the first place, and staying 
was even worse. They don’t want us there, and they didn’t 
ask for our “help.” Thank God for a politician who realizes 
this and isn’t afraid to say it. McCain is likely to throw us into 
another war, or at least keep us in the current one. Why not 
vote for someone who is willing to save a few Army lives? 



As for the economy, Obama had this to say: “We’ve got to 
make sure that taxpayers have the possibility of getting that 
money back — and gains — if and when the market returns. 
We have to make sure none of that money is going to pad 
CEO bank accounts, or to promote golden parachutes. We’ve 
got to make sure we’re helping homeowners, because the 
root problem has to do with the foreclosures taking place all 
across the country.” 

Obama is ready and willing to fix our economy, and put our 
once great country back to the way it was. He wants to help 
the middle class, not just help the rich and screw the poor. 
There have been many jabs at Obama, for silly reasons that 
have nothing to do with the election issues. Some have sworn 
that he isn’t a Christian. For one thing, that’s a lie, but even 
if it wasn’t, who cares? His religious beliefs don’t belong in 

politics anyway. 

Abusive Power 

Some Obama supporters are cruel about McCain’s age, but 
I’ll be as nice as I can — unlike the election itself, this article 
is not about mud- slinging. McCain might have four to eight 
years in him. But what if he doesn’t? Sarah Palin would be a 
horrific President. She would abuse her power, just as she 



Remembering Emilie 

Kayle Walker 

August 30, 1984 

Summer was coming to an end, and 
Emilie could not have been more excit- 
ed to leave Kansas City to continue the 
next chapter in her life at Kansas State in 
Manhattan. Unfortunately, Emilie never 
made that journey. Emilie Brumit, 23, 
passed away Friday, July 18, 2008. Emi- 
lie was born August 30, 1984, in Kansas 
City, Missouri. 

An Unexpected Loss 

As a friend of Emilie’s it is easy to be 
upset, angry and question why her life 



was unexpectedly cut short, but none 
of that will bring her back. I miss Emilie 
every day and my heart goes out to ev- 
eryone who was affected by her death, 
and who are still hurting. 

This article is a tribute to Emilie and her 
efforts with the Talon. It is only fitting 
that this article is in the political section, 
because anyone who knew Emilie knew 
her passion was politics. Emilie recently 
graduated from Avila University with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science. 
She planned to become a lawyer even- 
tually. 



Scuba Diving 

Some of her hobbies included scuba 
diving, running and yoga. She was an ac- 
complished student, friend, soul-mate, 
daughter, and sister and was always fo- 
cused on other people’s happiness. 

A Voice for the Talon 

Emilie was also a part of the Talon 
team in her final year at Avila. She did 
a monthly column with fellow class- 
mate Joshua Loden called “He Said/ 
She Said.” It was based on politics, and 
Emilie battled it out with Joshua over 



did as Mayor of Wasilla, when she fired the Captain of her 
sheriffs department because he wouldnfi fire the cop who 
gave her brother-in-law a ticket. Obama is young enough 
that we don’t have to take that risk, and even if we did, his 
running mate is an experienced man who would hold the fort 
as best he could. 

And heaven forbid someone fire the “inexperienced” barb at 
my favorite candidate. Obama has eight years in the Illinois 
State Senate, plus two years in the United States Senate. He 
also serves on three out of the four committees within the 
Senate dealing with foreign policy. In this time of hatred 
directed toward the US from all over the world, who better to 
lead us into peace? 

Barack Obama knows what he’s doing, and so many 
Americans recognize it. Many issues come into play in the 
race for the presidency, and Obama has all bases covered. He 
wants to bring us back into greatness by uniting the American 
people, who have been separated for so long. Aren’t we ready 
to be one united country again? 

The choice is yours, America. Make the 
right one. 




Continued on Page 17 






Alleged Fraud in Jackson County 

Javier Kelty & Joey Skidmore 

Scandal and Voting Fraud 

As America approaches the presidential 
election, thoughts of scandal and voting fraud 
are provoked when people think back to 
2004. One of the biggest controversies of last 
election was when President Bush won Florida’s 
vote after ballots were re-counted. Some 
believed that this alone led to the re-nomination 
of Bush, and suspected him and his brother, 
Florida Governor Jeb Bush, of being involved 
in the tampering. 

Share of Problems 

While the last presidential election may have 
hinged on Florida, Missouri also had its share 
of problems. Polling places in St. Louis, which 
is a heavily Democratic area, were ordered to 
close down despite long lines of people waiting 
hours to vote, according to news reports. 

In the past hundred years, Missouri has only 
voted for the loser of a presidential race once. 
Along with being one of the most crucial states 
to win, it also set record highs for registered 
voters this year. 

This year some of the accusations of fraud 
are being directed at the Democrats. 

Charlene Davis, Director of Elections in 
Jackson County, told the Fox News that about 
100 duplicates and approximately 280 addresses 
that didn’t exist had been found among the 
registration forms. 

The group responsible for the alleged “fraud,” 
Association of Community Organizations for 
Reform Now (ACORN), is one of the largest 
advocacy groups for low-income people in the 
country. They routinely hire welfare recipients, 
and even homeless people to do their leg- 
work for them, much like the Salvation Army 
employs the homeless as bell-ringers during the 
Christmas season. 

47,000 Voters in Missouri 

The results of ACORN’s nonpartisan voter- 
registration drive were posted on the home page 
of their website. The state-by-state report 
shows they registered more than 47,000 voters 
in Missouri. 

Charlene Davis went on to tell Fox News 
that Senator Barack Obama sat on boards in 
Chicago that awarded grant money to ACORN 
projects, and Senator John McCain’s campaign 
quickly posted what they hoped would be 
damaging information on their website. 

The McCain camp failed to mention that 
Senator McCain himself had been the keynote 
speaker at an ACORN rally in Miami, Florida, 
on February 23, 2006. 

ACORN 

On closer inspection the situation appears less 
damaging to ACORN or Obama. 

While many state laws require ACORN to 
submit all voter registration cards received 
— even ones that appear to be fraudulent — 
ACORN did so only with a disclaimer attached 
warning they did not seem to be legitimate. 

Many Democrats felt this was just another 
tactic to keep the public eye focused on 
something other than the economy, and Obama 
was willing to defend himself to Fox News. 

He admitted to being a director for ACORN’s 
Project Vote, but said his goals were simply to 
get minority and low-income communities to 
turn out to vote. 

Regardless of whether some ACORN 
employees turned in phony voter registration 
cards or not, there are more serious problems 



echoing the mess of the previous presidential 
election. 

Electronic Voting Machines 

In 2004, many crucial areas utilizing electronic 
voting machines registered more votes for 
President Bush than there were registered 
voters, according to the New York Times. 

West Virginia Obama supporters taking 
advantage of the early voting option have 
already faced the same problem— with their 
paper receipts showing they cast their votes 
for McCain, after choosing Obama on the 
electronic machines, according to the Kansas City 
Star. 

While many Democrats and Republicans alike 
mistrust the electronic voting machines, and 
have insisted on a paper trail to verify election 
results, other problems are already emerging 
before the upcoming election. 

The suppression of the voting rights of 
certain minorities, known as caging, is another 
ongoing problem. 

Scare the Students 

Colorado Republicans have been accused 
of disseminating false information on college 
campuses in order to scare students away from 
voting. At Colorado College students were told 
that if their parents claimed them as dependents 
on their taxes, then they could not vote on 
campus, according to the Rocky Mountain News. 

They were also warned that they could lose 
their financial aid if they tried to vote. 

El Paso County elections manager Liz Olson 
claimed her Colorado office had merely 
“misinterpreted” the law. 

Florida Republicans are also under fire once 
again for targeting elderly Democratic voters 
with letters from John McCain’s campaign 
claiming they are registered as Republicans. The 
letters include what appears to be a phony voter 
registration card, with the recipients’ names, 
addresses, and other information including a 
phony voter registration number, according to 
National Public Radio. 

Confuse Elderly Democrats 

Democrats charge the Republican National 
Committee (RNC) and John McCain himself 
with trying to confuse elderly voters. According 
to the St. Petersburg Times, the RNC declined 
to discuss the matter, but National Public Radio 
reported they are claiming it is a “standard 
fund-raising letter.” 

Latest scandals 

From students to the elderly, the latest scandals 
should not keep those who are registered from 
voting. This will at least lower the odds of the 
people getting an unworthy president. 






and 



Second Round of Presidential Debates 

Javier Kelty 

Skeptical Debates 

Although a lot of people have been skeptical 
about the presidential debates, Nielsen Media 
Research found that more than 63 million 
people still tuned into their 
televisions for the second 
round. While the first 
round of debates was 
dismissed as being a public 
speaking contest, with 
unanswered questions 
little engagement between 
the two candidates, the second round was 
a little more interesting. Held at the Town 
Hall on the Belmont University campus 
in Nashville, TN, the two candidates were 
asked questions concerning the economy by 
individual interviewers. 

Senator Barack Obama seemed familiar 
with the different aspects of the Federal 
Government, including the nation’s budget. 

His answers were competently structured. 

He did not seem nervous at all in the way he 
spoke or presented himself. He did seem to 
have a little trouble winning the heart of the 
crowd, sometimes delivering information that 
sounded too dry. 



Bush Replacement 

This didn’t seem to matter much, 
though, since he was able to portray 
Senator McCain in bad light by 
implying that he would be a 
Bush replacement. Obama’s 
references to McCain singing 
“Bomb, Bomb Iran” punctuated 
his portrayal of the Vietnam Vet. 

Senator Obama probably looked the 
best when it came to defending himself 
against McCain’s many accusations, 
simply smiling and answering every 
charge McCain made. He clarified all of his 



positions after being questioned, and proved 
he had a thorough grasp of his policies. 

Non Specific 

Senator John McCain didn’t get as specific 
as he should of, mainly focusing on spending 
and tax cuts. These were relevant issues to 
delve into, considering the typical stance 
of Republicans when it comes to taxes, but 
it made him look less interested in other 
economical concerns such as public education 
and health care. 

Avoiding Personal Attacks 

Aside from referring to Obama as “that 
one” at one point, McCain did a good job 
of avoiding personal attacks against his 
Democratic opponent. His only weakness 
was in making comebacks that would provoke 
doubts about Obama being president. While 
being attacked for his similarity to President 
Bush, McCain maintained his composure and 
rarely looked annoyed. There still should 
have been more of a point-by-point rebuttal 
on McCain’s part, though. 

Aggressive and 
Conversational 

McCain’s direct attention towards the 
audience and individual questions made 
him look very personable as he connected 
with the concerns of the crowd. His 
overall demeanor in the second round of 
debates was aggressive 
and conversational, 
as opposed to the 
previous debates where 
he seemed spiteful 
and scared. 







Continued from 15 



how strongly she felt about each issue. The 
Talon was an outlet for Emilie to do one of 
the things she did best — voice her opinion 
about important issues. 

Talon Dedication 

Emilie had a smile that lit up any room, and 
had more passion than anyone I have ever 
known. She will be greatly missed by not 
only me, but everyone who had the pleasure 
to meet her. Below are a few examples of 
Emilie’s articles in the Talon. To read the 
complete articles visit the political section 
of the Talon at www.thetalon-online.com 
or www.avila.edu/ talon. 



Nationalized Healthcare 

System - December 2007 
The country could keep its privatized health 
insurance, while offering free basic care to 
all citizens. Preventative care and early de- 
tection of disease could save this country 
and its citizens a lot of money. Also, let us 
not forget that it is the obligation of this 
country to care for and protect its citizens. 



Citizens Not Born in the US 
Should be Able to Run for 

President - October 2007 
This is a simple matter of equal rights. The 
principle of equal rights for all citizens is 
something that the United States prides it- 
self on. Naturalized citizens should be al- 
lowed to run for president. Like every other 
candidate, they must prove themselves by 
merit and be elected. 



Issue of Euthansia 

February 2008 

If the government legalizes physician- 
assisted suicide, they will be able to strictly 
monitor and regulate a person’s ability to use 
this. They will be giving those terminally ill 
patients the right to die with dignity and re- 
spect. As for the religious issue, that suicide 
is immoral, that is a personal issue. While the 
U.S. Government should and does strongly 
protect the right to religion, it doesn’t have 
the right to force the religious views of some 
on all. 



Emilie had a smile that lit up any room, and had 
more passion than anyone I have ever known. 




Super Tuesday 

Michele Watley 

November 4th 

With all of the hype surrounding the 
presidential election, it is not surprising 
that politics on the local level have been 
overlooked. Nevertheless, Missouri residents 
can not afford to overlook the measures that 
will be on the November 4th ballot. 

English the official language 

Missouri voters will be introduced to five 
ballot measures that range from financing 
storm water projects to making English 
the official language during governmental 
business meetings. All five measures will 
have a direct and lasting effect on every 
Missourian, with at least one measure lasting 
until 2021. 

Initiatives that will be intro- 
duced on November 4th: 

Proposition C 

• Would require investor-owned electric 
utilities to continually invest financially in 
or generate renewable energy sources with 
incremental increases until 2021. 



Pro: Proposition C will encourage use and 
growth of renewable energies. 

Con: It could cost state government entities 
close to $400,000. 

Constitutional Amendment 1 

• Would make English the official language 
of all meetings where public business is 
discussed, decided, or formulated, and in all 
communication mediums this information 
is dispensed. 

Pro: The constitutional amendment is 
an attempt to make English the official 
language in some governmental aspect. 

Con: The constitutional amendment is 
an attempt to make English the official 
language in some governmental aspect. 

Proposition A 

• Would change loss-limits on gambling, 
and prevent future measures that 
would impose loss -limits on gamblers, 
increase gambling tax by one percent, 
restrict casino construction, and create 
an educational fund from gambling tax 



When you exercise your 
voting right on the 4th, be 
sure to be informed about the 
changes that exercising your 




proceeds. 

Pro: Proposition A could generate more than 
$100,000 in funds for schools by redirecting 
tax proceeds to the educational fund. The 
1 % tax increase would direct more money to 
this fund. It would also prohibit the creation 
of more casinos. 

Con: Although the proposition raises taxes, 
it also lifts the ban on loss limits currently 
placed on gamblers. The ban on casino 
construction could mean a loss in revenue 
for the state. There could also 
be legal issues that prevent 
the money slated for the 
education fund from reaching 
its intended recipients. It may 
also take years for the funding 
to be diverted to certain 
schools. 



right could result in. There may be change 
that you can believe in, and change may 
be coming. But if you are not educated on 
the issues that affect you, things may not 
change in the way you want them to. For 
more information about the Missouri ballot 
measure for 2008, please visit http://www. 
sos.mo.gov/ elections/ 2008ballot 



Kansas State Election 

Michele Watley 

Johnson County neighbors 

For the November election, our Johnson 
County neighbors of the state of Kansas 
have a lot to vote on beyond the presidential 
vote. 

Johnson County Education 

One thing they will be voting on is whether 
or not to approve a one-eighth cent sales 
tax to pay for projects and programs for 



the Johnson County Education Research 
Triangle Authority. Also, a budget proposal 
with no tax increase for public safety will 
be on the ballot. Finally, Kansas will have 
a proposition allowing people to elect their 
10th judicial district court judges, rather 
then having lawyers pick them out. You can 
research all these and more on the Internet. 
Be informed before you vote, because the 
choices really do affect you. 




Just Let me Vote Already 

Dave Wilson 

Just let me vote already! Both parties have over-stated their positions, stated them again, and have 
successfully super-saturated America with their politics. If they were guests in my home I would 
have asked them to leave months ago. This political whirlwind has my head spinning and I can’t 
take it anymore, because it seems that both parties are content with their positions in the polls. A 
prime example of that was the pillow fight debate in Nashville where the two senators were more 
likely to hug than actually challenge one another. Even Tom Brokaw seemed more concerned with 
the timing and lights than what the two men were saying. 

Final Debate 

I didn’t even watch the final debate, because I knew nothing new would happen. These men have 
barricaded themselves in the trenches and are shooting blind at one another. No wonder the mud- 
slinging has escalated. At least it is entertaining, not new, but entertaining. 

A personal favorite of mine by the McCain campaign is the ad “Dangerous”: the music alone in 
the background makes me terrified of Barack. Follow that with the web ad “Ayers” and I almost 
feel that Obama is a terrorist plant positioning himself in the government. 

McCain Can't Send an Email 

Obama gets some fantastic jabs in as well. The “still” ad claims that John McCain himself 
admitted to not knowing how to use a computer. Hilariously, it states that McCain has not 



changed since 1982 and does not know how to send an email. 

Can't These Two Play Nice? 

As far as I am concerned, I hope not. Not only do these ads afford me the ability to laugh at 
a time in America when no one should be laughing, but they bring to the surface the important 
issues. That was a joke. It is okay to laugh, because in the climate of today’s economy, laughter 
might keep the tears from falling. 

The only profound political thought that I can express is to advise you to find an issue — one 
that you are passionate about — and vote for the man who you feel can deliver on at least a 
singular issue. 

Overcoming Hardships 

The troubles facing America right now are bigger than either one man, and it is going to take the 
whole of America to overcome these hardships. I do know one thing, and that is whoever wins 
has a lot of bipartisan work to do, because American citizens will not tolerate any more suffering 
at the hands of needless partisanship. Set the goals, compromise, and above all get the job done 
for America. 

The greatest opportunity to display American resolve to her citizens and the global community 
is upon us right now, and one of these men has to rise to greatness, we just need to get done with 
the election distractions and get to work. 
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What Are You Going to be for Halloween? 






Khasan Simmons — P. Diddy or Kanye West 



Cody Wasson — Mike Myers 



Erin Hopper — Marilyn 
Monroe 













Actual Scary Movies 

Monica Lang 

Searching and Searching 

I am not a movie-obsessed psycho, or 
someone who enjoys watching people 
get ripped apart or decapitated, but I 
am a fan of good scary movies! This is 
a subject that I am fond of, and I have 
been searching for quality scary movies 



for years. It depends on exactly what 
scares a person in order for someone to 
label it as “scary.” Things that scare me 
are mostly realistic — meaning they could 
actually happen. So here is my compiled 
list of movies that are worth renting, 
or buying in order to get spooked: 



1. The people under the 
stairs 

2. The Exorcist 

3. The Strangers 

4. Arachnophobia 

5. Se7en 
6. The Shining 
7. Saw I, II, III, IV, V 
8. Hostel 
9. Demons III 
10. The Hills have Eyes 



In This 



Javier Kelty 



With Halloween right around the corner The Talon only found 
it appropriate to get in the haunting spirit as well. Colleen Reagan 
tells people (young and old) how to stay safe and out of trouble 
on Halloween, and compares her childhood celebrations to 
how she celebrates in college. Monica Lang takes a look at the 
controversy that racy costumes for young girls bring to retailing 
shops and communities. Lang also gives the low-down on good 
horror flicks with criteria and her Top Ten Scariest Movies. 
Charlotte Bishop, on the other hand, gives her suggestions for 
“not-so-scary movies” that can be enjoyed instead of going out. 






Halloween No-Scream VC 

Charlotte Bishop 7/^j 

There’s one in every group: a person 
who doesn’t care to be scared, even on 
Halloween. I’ll admit to being one of them. 

I hate scary movies and haunted houses, and 
I know I’m not the only one. So here are a 
few suggestions for dinner, a movie, and a 
fun night without fear. 

The Nightmare Before 
Christmas: (1993, PG) The amazing 

Tim Burton teamed up with Danny 
Elfman to create a musical stop-motion 
extravaganza, starring everyone’s favorite 
Pumpkin King, Jack Skellington. For 
those who don’t know, The Nightmare Before 
Christmas is about Halloween Town and its 
inhabitants. Halloween star Jack Skellington 
(voiced by Chris Sarandon), bored of his 
holiday and ready for something new, sets 
out to find his dream and comes across 
Christmas Town. Intrigued and excited by 
this new phenomenon, Jack pulls a Grinch 
and steals Christmas! One of my favorite 
movies of all time and a must-see for all! 

The Lost Boys: (1987, R) Admittedly, 

this one was scary. . . back in 1987. One 
of Kiefer Sutherland’s first movies, The 
Tost Boys is about two Arizona teenagers 
who move to California and think that 
it’s going to be boring. How wrong they 
are. The boardwalk near their home is the 
hangout of a gang of teenage vampires, and 
Michael (Jason Patric) just happens to fall 
in love with the leader’s (Kiefer Sutherland) 
girlfriend. The Tost Boys contains one or two 
fairly bloody scenes, but it also involves a 
pair of dunces masquerading as vampire 
hunters; the Frog Brothers (Corey Feldman 
and Jamison Newlander) bring in the laughs 
by the truckloads. The movie also has a 
fantastic soundtrack and enough action to 
keep most happy for the 97 minute duration. 



Wallace and Gromit Curse 
of the Were-Rabbit: (2005, 

G) I know, it sounds stupid. A were- 
rabbit? I was skeptical. But to be sure, I 
watched it anyway, and actually found it 
quite entertaining. Wallace and Gromit, 
expert rabbit-catchers, are finding it harder 
and harder to keep up with the growing 
population of rabbits out of the citizens’ 
vegetable gardens. Wallace, an inventor, 
creates a machine that he thinks will 
convince the rabbits to want cheese instead. 
But it malfunctions, creating a humongous 
Were-Rabbit, who goes after only the 
biggest vegetables — just in time for the 
Biggest Vegetable Contest! It’s quite funny, 
with a bit of adult humor thrown in here 
and there that the kiddies don’t need to 
understand quite yet. 

The Corpse Bride: 

(2005, PG) Tim Burton does it again, this 
time with Johnny Depp and Helena Bonham 
Carter by his side. While admittedly not as 
good as The Nightmare Before Christmas , The 
Corpse Bride is full of dazzling animation and 
beautiful music. Victor (voiced by Depp) is 
supposed to marry the girl of his dreams, 
but when he practices his wedding vows in a 
forest, he ends up married to the girl of his 
nightmares! Emily (Carter) is beautiful, to be 
sure. . . at least until her eye falls out because 
a maggot lives behind it. However, her 
world is much more exciting and interesting 
than Victor’s dull home, and he must choose 
between the girl he loves and a colorful 
world of wonder. 

There are many more not-so-scary movies 
to choose from, but these are my favorites. 
So if you’re ready to have a fun Halloween 
without screams, pick one of these up and 
enjoy the night of nights. 
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Halloween Catalog 

Monica Lang 

More Provocative 

Every Halloween the costumes get 
more creative, and for some odd 
reason the women’s costumes get 
more provocative and more degrading. 
Target.com has hundreds of women’s 
costumes most of which are short. 

Party America’s Halloween adult female 
section previewed sixty-four costumes, 
thirty-three of which had fishnet tights, 
or thigh-high tights included with the 

costumes. 

Sixty-three of the costumes were mini- 
skirt length. Is this really what we want 



to portray to our young ones while they 
are growing up? The children dress up as 
superheroes, and the parents dress up in 
the same amount of fabric used for the 
children’s costumes. 

After Little Billy is done picking out his 
outfit, they go to the “grown up” aisle to 
pick out Mommy’s degrading costume. 
What message is this sending to college 
students? Are women asking to be objec- 
tified? 

My freshman year in college, I don’t 
recall such a wide variety of costumes 
that were so revealing. In the past few 



years the popularity of certain 
costumes has skyrocketed: sexy 
firefighter, mile high captain, 
the babe, French maid, cherry 
blossom geisha, boxer babe, 
candy corn witch, wizard Wanda, 
sexy ringmaster, Nurse Ophelia Payne, 
and sexy rag doll. These are just a 
few I pulled from the Party America 
Magazine. 

What is the necessity of having 
the adjective “sexy” in front of the 
costume? Obviously, it boosts interest 
to the consumer, but I find it pathetic 



What is the necessity 
of having the adjective 
"sexy" in front of the 
costume? 

that everywhere young women 
are subjecting themselves in the 
most provocative costumes they 
can find just to feel “Halloween- 
like?” Why not just call it “National 
women degrade themselves along 
with everyone else day”? I thought 
Halloween costumes were supposed 
to be bloodcurdling scary, not 
skanky. 



Candy vs. Parties 

Colleen Reagan 




Only Once A Year 

There are twelve months in a year, thirty-one 
days or less in a month, and twenty-four hours 
in a day, but October 31 is the one day anyone 
can dress up as anyone or anything. It is the 
one day it is okay to tell a complete stranger a 
joke, and it is the one day your parents will let 
you eat as much candy as you want. We like to 
call this day Halloween! 

Good Ol' Days 

When we were little, Halloween meant 
getting together with friends and going trick- 
or-treating all in one big group. It meant 
racing from door-to-door telling jokes and 
seeing who could get the most candy. It meant 
always laughing and being hyped-up on candy 
all night long. “When I was little, every year 
my friends and I would start on this one street 



where every house gave out full-size candy 
bars; it was awesome!” said Rachel Meyer. 

Scary Stories 

Halloween meant sleeping over at each 
other’s houses when the trick-or-treating was 
over, and staying up late telling funny or scary 
stories. Then, passing out and waking up the 
next morning with candy stuck to your cheek. 
Back then Halloween was so care-free. It was 
all about the adventure. 

Girls Trick 

As we get older and head off to college, most 
students’ perspectives on Halloween changes. 
Dan Myers said, “It’s that time of year when 
girls get to dress the way they really want 
to, and guys get to thoroughly enjoy it. The 
girls trick the guys and the guys definitely get 
treated.” 

The Funniest Costume 

Whereas Rachel Meyer says, “Halloween is 
when I get together with my friends and we 
try to come up with the funniest costume. 
Last year I was Ketchup and my friend was 
Mustard, and it was the funniest thing ever 
showing up to the party and everyone looking 
wishing they were us!” 

Scariest Costume 

When we were little it was all about the 
scariest or cutest costume. Now it’s about who 
has the cleverest costume. Also, when we were 
little it was all about going out to trick-or-treat 



with all of your friends. Now it’s about going 
out to a party with all of your friends, and not 
knowing where you are going to end up. 

Love Free Candy 

As much as college students love free candy, 
they would rather go out and party — and that 
is one major difference between the celebration 
of Halloween as kids and as adults. Other than 
that, Halloween to everyone is a time to go out 
with your friends as anyone or anything, and 
have the time of your life. This day only comes 
around once a year, so make it worth it! 
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Haunted Houses 

Ashley Townsend 

Looking to get scared out of your mind 
this Halloween? If so, you are in the right 
place. Kansas City is home to some of the 
most spine-tingling haunted houses— many 
of which are found in abandoned factories 
located in the eerie West Bottoms. 

Two of the most popular haunted houses 
are The Edge of Hell and The Beast. The 
Edge of Hell has been scaring natives for 
decades, and concludes with a plunge down 
a five- story slide. The Beast was voted one 



of the Top 10 Haunted Houses in the US. 

It consists of a forty minute journey through 
the Werewolf Forest where you must find 
the exit in a pitch dark, creature-infested 
atmosphere. If you are really in the mood 
for a frightfully good time you can purchase 
a combo ticket to experience both of these 
haunted spots. 

As poor college students, price is often 
a factor. Tickets usually range from $15 
to $20 but there are a number of ways to 
take advantage of discounts. Most of the 



haunted houses’ websites offer printable dis- 
count coupons, or will list a number of ways 
to receive a few bucks off your admission. 
The haunted houses are already open on the 
weekends, and most of them will be open 
the entire week before Halloween. So if 
you are ready to be terrified this Halloween 
season, check them out. 








KC 
Haunted 
Houses 



Fear 

1100 Santa Fe St. 
Kansas City, MO 64101 
(816) 474-3845 

Catacombs 

1100 Santa Fe St. 
Kansas City, MO 64101 
(816) 474-3845 

Nightmare 

3604 Main St. 

Kansas City, MO 
(816) 531-2113 

Macabre Cinema 

1222 West 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64101 
(816) 842-4280 
www.macabrecinema.com 

Cavern of Terror 

14500 Old Quarry Road 
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024 
1 -866-630-CAVE 

The Edge of Hell 

1300 West 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64101 
(816) 842-4279 
www.theedgeofhell.com 

The Beast 

1401 West 13th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64102 
(816) 842-4280 
www.kcbeast.com 

The Chambers of 
EdgarAllan Poe 

1100 Santa Fe St. 
Kansas City, MO 64101 
(816) 474-3845 
www.chambersofpoe.com 
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Halloween Safety Tips 

Colleen Reagan 

A Night Meant to Scare 

We all know that Halloween is a night of 
excitement, fun, adventure, and thrills. It is a 
night meant to scare. A lot of things can happen 
on Halloween night that can be dangerous if we 
aren’t careful and prepared. Being safe should 
always be your number one priority. 

Children's Safety First 

You can never be too careful with children 
when you are sending them out to trick-or-treat. 
Whether you are walking the sidewalks with 
them or not, they should always be careful. In 
doing so, they should carry a flashlight with them 
the entire time they are out. Although they are 
excited, they still need to walk, not run. Most 
costumes are too big for children, and they could 
trip if they start running. 

Safe Transportation 

The next safety tip is to wear shoes that fit 
so you don’t trip. Do not cut across yards or 
driveways, and avoid any house not lit up. Also, 



stay on the sidewalks, because there are lots of 
crazy drivers out there. Don’t get run over. 

You can never be too careful with children’s 
safety, but us college students need safety tips as 
well. Halloween to college students is basically 
party, party, party! So our safety tips include 
drinking responsibly. If you plan on drinking, 
make sure you have a sober driver driving you 
home. 

Have a Good Night 

Also, don’t drink until you throw up. That is 
no fun, especially for your sober driver. Be 
smart about the shoes you choose to wear. If 
you plan on getting belligerent, stay away from 
wearing heels, or you might end up with your face 
implanted into the ground. 

Fights often break out at parties. If so, 
immediately find your sober driver and get out of 
there before the cops show up. 

These are just a few safety tips to think about 
before going out on Halloween night. Be smart, 
be safe, and have fun! 
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In This Section 



Monica Lang 



On Thursday October 23rd, 2008 there will 
be several students in boxes sleeping in the 
quad, just to get a feel for what it’s like to be 
homeless. That is dedication! If you’d like to 
find out a way to get involved, read up about 
the 15,000-20,000 homeless people living in 
ICC. 



College students may be exposing them- 
selves to unnecessary radiation, and it could 
be preventing you from having children in 
the future! Read what you can do to prevent 
this from happening to you! This issue has 
information about OJ’s new trial as well as 
being late for class. 



Is Cancer Calling? 

Christina Johnston 




Are Cell Phones Causing 
Health Problems? 

When students hear the words “danger” 
and “cell phone” in the same sentence, the 
thought that usually races to their minds is 
the text-messaging bill they will receive. But 
what if every minute not only costs you 
dollars, but also your health? 

According to Cleveland Clinic researchers, 
cell phones may be the cause of various 
health problems including infertility in men. 
It may be convenient for men to shove their 
cell phones into their pockets, but by doing so 
they are exposing themselves to unnecessary 
radiation. 

A Study on Cell Phones 

The Cellular Telecommunications & Internet 
Association also conducted a study on people 
who used their cell phones extensively. They 
found that these individuals developed brain 
tumors, genetic damage, and suffered from 
an increased rate of brain cancer deaths. 

British researcher Dr. Vini Khurana 
compares the danger of cell phones to the 
dangers of smoking. The cell phone industry 
could be similar to the tobacco industry in 
regards to big business hiding dangerous lies 
from the consumer. 

Perhaps only time will tell, but the next time 
you are taking an exam, and you hear that 
annoying vibration, just be glad that the cell 
phone is not in your pocket. 





Late for Class Because of Parking Problems 

Lane Goodin 



Parking is out of control 

More and more, cars are parking on the 
streets on the outskirts of campus these days. 
Parking is out of control this semester, and 
the only thing the school is doing is putting 
up new “no parking” signs, and giving tickets 
right and left — like they are trying to fill a 
quota. 

Working in the MAC Lab 

As a communication major, I find myself at 
school at odd hours of the night, working in 
the MAC Lab trying to get things done before 
deadlines. Because I work nights, and get off 
at 11 p.m., I park in the reserved section close 
to Dallavis Center. Even late at night they are 
giving parking tickets. 



For safety reasons, it should be okay to park 
in the reserved section from 9:00 p.m. until 
7:00 a.m., so tickets should not be given to 
students during late-night hours. However, 
tickets should be given to the people that take 
up two spaces in the compact car lot. If your 
car does not fit, then don’t park there! It is a 
simple concept, yet some people just don’t 
get it. 

Parking Could Get Worse 

It is great that we have more freshmen than 
ever on campus, but it seems that Avila does 
not want to recognize the problems it has cre- 
ated for the rest of the Avila community. If 
they are not going to recognize the problem, 
then parking will continue to get worse. 



NO 

PARKING 

ANY 

TIME 







OJ Facing Life! 

Lane Goodin 

Once again, Orenthal James Simpson- 
better know as OJ— landed himself in court, 
but this time he was not so lucky. He went 
to trial for armed robbery and kidnapping 
as well as ten other charges. 

In Las Vegas, on Sunday October 5, 2008, 
a group of jurors convicted him. His sen- 
tencing will not be until December 5th, but 
he could face life in prison. 

OJ's Past History 

His conviction came exactly thirteen 
years after he was released, and cleared of 
criminal murder charges for the slaying of 




Nicole Brown Simpson, his ex-wife, and 
Ronald Goldman, one of Nicole’s friends. 
However he did lose a civil lawsuit pertain- 
ing to the murders. 

A Grim Future? 

The former actor, Heisman Trophy winner 
of the University of Southern California, 
and NFL great now might be put behind 
bars for good. After being found guilty 
on all twelve charges, including felony 
kidnapping, armed robbery, and conspiracy, 
it seems that he may have a grim future 
indeed. 



"Never Fear; Never Quit" 

Mary Poduska 

15,000-20,000 Homeless in 
Kansas City 

There are approximately 1 5,000-20,000 
homeless people living in Kansas City 
today. Richard Tripp refuses to let it go un- 
noticed. As a former homeless man, Tripp 
has seen the trials of living on the streets, 
and vows to make a difference. 

Tripp became homeless eighteen years 
ago when he injured his back. “I lost 
everything,” he says. “My job of thirty- five 
years driving a taxi, my wife, kids, every- 
thing.” Tripp soon found himself living 
under the Broadway Bridge. 

One year later, with the help of a Catholic 
charity, Tripp was back to work with his 
taxi. After his year of living on the streets, 
Tripp made the decision to assist the home- 
less, and started his own organization to 
help the poor. 

Tripp began C.O.P.P., which stands for 
Care Of Poor People, nearly eighteen years 
ago. “People try to make me a saint,” Tripp 
said. “I’m not a saint. God was gracious 
enough to show me how to do this.” 

As winter draws near, C.O.P.P. will once 
again hold their Winter Survival Event: 
Survival Eight. The concert will provide 
the poor and homeless with items needed to 
survive on the streets. 



Survival Eight will be held on Saturday, 
November 29, at 1808 Oak Street, from 
10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Survival Eight is 
rapidly spreading across the nation. This 
year, a live feed will be streamed to Orlando, 
Florida, where a Winter Survival event will 
be taking place, which will be streamed back 
to Kansas City. 

"I lost everything." 

“Jews, Christians, Muslims, Mormons are all 
working together side by side, and there is 
no better feeling than to see this happen,” 
says Tripp. 

Tripp’s determination is spreading 
quickly. His good friend Joseph Shaw, also 
a former homeless man who has lived all 
over the United States, has joined the fight 
to make a difference. After being homeless 
off and on since 1997, he found his way to 
Kansas City where he met Tripp, found a 
job, found an apartment, and began helping 
with C.O.P.P. 

Both men are determined to spread 
the news to help the homeless. “I’ll 
never, ever stop, even if it kills me,” Tripp 
added. These are our brothers and sisters; 
if we don’t help them, who will?” 

Today at age 60, Tripp continues his battle 
to help the needy. “I live by four words: 



‘Never fear; never quit’— there is no quitting 
this,” he says. 

His fight is making national, and soon 
possibly global news. “I’ve been on stage 
with people I’d never think I’d be on stage 
with. I’ve been on stage with Ghandi. I’m 
in the history book of Kansas City. Not 
bad for a ninth grade drop-out. I’m just do- 
ing what one man can do, and if you don’t 
think that one man can do something; check 
the history books.” 

For more information on Survival Eight 
visit www.coppinc.com. 






Wanted 



Wanted: Assistant Editor for Avila's Literary 
Magazine. Experience to gain, scholarship, and 
more! Send cover letter to: scopsubmission@ 

YAHOO.COM 



On election day, more than 1,500 election 

WORKERS ARE NEEDED TO SERVE THE VOTERS OF 

Kansas City, within Jackson County. This pres- 
ents A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE YOUR COMMU- 
NITY AND BE PART OF THE ELECTION PROCESS. 

YOU CAN JOIN OUR ELECTION WORKER TEAM BY 
COMPLETING THE ELECTION WORKER FORM AND 
MAILING OR FAXING IT TO THE KC ELECTION BOARD 
OFFICE. 

For Sale 



1996 Fender Mustang re-issue, 
White w/ red pick guard, great 

Call Adam (91 3) 940-291 2 



Miscellaneous 

Avila University's Microcinema. A group of 

ENTHUSIASTIC AVILA STUDENTS ARE PUTTING TO- 
GETHER A Microcinema.Microcinema IS DEFINED 
AS A MOVIE GENRE THAT FEATURES LOW-BUDGET 
FILMS SHOT. MOSTLY ON DIGITAL VIDEO, EDITED ON 
A COMPUTER, AND THEN DISTRIBUTED VIA VIDEOTAPE 
OR OVER THE INTERNET OR A SMALL EXHIBITION SPACE 
USED TO DISPLAY ALTERNATIVE AND UNDERGROUND 
FILMS. 

The next meeting will take place in Dallavis 
TV production Studio on Tues. November 4th 
@ 3:30. All are encouraged to attend. 



Shout Outs 



Happy Halloween from the Talon Team! 



Checking your Symptoms on 

SocialDiseases.com'? 



Get Answers You Need at 
MedExpress Labs 



If you’re nervous about an STD, you are not 
alone. There are over 19 million new STD 
infections every year. 

But we can help ! ! MedExpress Labs provides 

• Fast, affordable and convenient testing 

• No referral or appointment required 

• Complete confidentiality guaranteed 
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A simple blood or urine test can give you 
peace of mind in less than 48 hours. 

Your results will be available on our secure, 
password protected Web site. 



Individual tests $59 and up; 
comprehensive STD Profile for $129. 
Mention this ad and receive 10% off. 




MedEx press 
Labs 



Your T est.Your T imeline. 

Your Results. 



MedExpressLabs.com • 913. 897.TEST (8378) 

Across from Costco at: 7248 West 121st St. • Overland Park, KS 66223 



Advertise? 



Not getting the business your company needs? 

ADVERTISE WTTH 
THE TALON! 

Low on cash? 

PLACE A CLASSIFIED! 

For more information contact: 
Adam Stinson 
astinso2@yahoo.com 
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K.C. Hopps, Ltd. 

Restaurants & Breweries 
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September Winner 



4 9 f 0 , 



Be the / ^ 
to find the 
t ✓differences 
between these 

rHVb 

win a $t w 
gift card to any 

KC HOPPS 
Restaurant! 






Photo Manipulator! by: Jon Dunn 



your answers to: 

walkerl 292 1 1 @avi!a .edu 




K.C. Hopps, Ltd. 

Restaurants ft Breuthils 



- 5 locations in KCMO 
and 4 in JOCO 

- All Locally Owned! 

- Live Entertainment 

- Great Food 

* Spacious outdoor patios 
@ Blue Moose, O'Dowd's 
Barley's and 810 Zone 
in Leawood. 
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